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Dear Readers,

Shorter days? Why not take advantage of them and trip the light 
fantastic? There are lantern parades, late night Christmas markets 
and fireworks all over Cornwall (Truro, Newquay & more on 8 & 9). 
The Eden Project will be filled with spellbinding patterns of light, 
there’s a shimmering festive celebration of maritime light at the 
NMMC and you can delight in incredible textures and colours at 
Heligan. The stunning façade and gardens at Trelissick become a 
winter wonderland of light and there are spectacular music & light 
shows at Mount Edgcumbe Country Park (2for1 voucher page 11). 

At Shelterbox in Truro you can light up life for others. They have 
LuminAid solar lanterns for sale and you could also help spread light 
around the world this Christmas by donating one to a family in need, 
details below.

Merry Christmas and a very happy New Year!

Vanessa, Simon and the Blackbird 

Cornish charity ShelterBox puts solar lanterns in its famous green 
boxes which are sent to survivors of natural disasters. LuminAid 
lanterns are a great Christmas gift for anyone who loves evenings 
on the beach, camping, festivals and outdoor living - you can even 
charge your phone from some models. LuminAids (from £20 to £40), 
Christmas cards and other unique gifts are available at ShelterBox 
Visitor Centre in Truro. All profits go towards vital disaster relief work. 
To help provide items like LuminAids that save lives and rebuild homes 

visit www.shelterbox.org

We believe that all details are correct at the time of going to print but cannot 
accept any responsibility for mistakes or omissions.  We try to ensure all events 
featured will be enjoyed by younger children but in some instances we cannot 
test this and have to rely on the opinions of the organisers.  When you have 
finished with this magazine please pass it on to a friend or recycle it. 

Please mention us to advertisers
Contact us at:  “Blackbird Pie”,  Flying Pig Publishing,  
3 Basset Place, Falmouth, Cornwall. TR11 2SS  
 post@blackbirdpie.co.uk

 01326 314242  www.blackbirdpie.co.uk
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Dear Readers,

Shorter days? Why not take advantage of them and trip the light 
fantastic? There are lantern parades, late night Christmas markets 
and fireworks all over Cornwall (Truro, Newquay & more on 8 & 9). 
The Eden Project will be filled with spellbinding patterns of light, 
there’s a shimmering festive celebration of maritime light at the 
NMMC and you can delight in incredible textures and colours at 
Heligan. The stunning façade and gardens at Trelissick become a 
winter wonderland of light and there are spectacular music & light 
shows at Mount Edgcumbe Country Park (2for1 voucher page 11). 
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around the world this Christmas by donating one to a family in need, 
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Vanessa, Simon and the Blackbird 

Cornish charity ShelterBox puts solar lanterns in its famous green 
boxes which are sent to survivors of natural disasters. LuminAid 
lanterns are a great Christmas gift for anyone who loves evenings 
on the beach, camping, festivals and outdoor living - you can even 
charge your phone from some models. LuminAids (from £20 to £40), 
Christmas cards and other unique gifts are available at ShelterBox 
Visitor Centre in Truro. All profits go towards vital disaster relief work. 
To help provide items like LuminAids that save lives and rebuild homes 

visit www.shelterbox.org



For wonderful Christmassy National Trust events see page 12 & 13. 
For theatre shows & pantomimes see pages 16 & 17.

National Maritime Museum Cornwall, Falmouth on page 19.

All Wrapped Up at Camel 
Creek! Meet Santa, take the 
magical Elf Express, enjoy tree 
& biscuit decorating, mulled 
wine & hot chocolate, and 
visit the Christmas shop, £7 
per child (plus entry 10% off 
online, annual passes available). 
Booking essential on 01841 
540 276. Have a lovely day 
out with loads of rides and 
things to explore from Dragons 
Kingdom, Kiddies Carousel, 
Crocodile Corner, to the Stables 
& Meerkat Magic, plus hourly 
Waverider / Pony Express Rides 
from 10.30am to 4.30pm.

Christmas shows and parties at The Seahorse at Pentewan 
Sands, near St Austell. Free kids Christmas fancy-dress party & disco 
on Sunday 15 Dec 3 to 5pm & Friday 20 Dec 6 to 8pm. Start 2020 
dancing: free kids’ discos on 18 Jan, 1, 15 & 29 Feb just drop-in 3 to 
5pm for great energetic entertainment! 

What's on 
this winter
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At Pentewan:  
on 30 Nov, 6 & 14 Dec 
Christmas party nights: 
celebrate with friends, family 
or team with a three course 
meal and disco, £25 pp. 
Tuesdays to Saturdays: book 
in advance for a scrumptious 
festive lunch, two courses 

£14.50,  on 01726 845 208 or email info@pentewan.co.uk.  
For details, menus etc visit pentewan.co.uk

Trevena Cross Christmas 
Extravaganza. From 30 Nov, 
for four weekends & three 
Thursdays (5, 12 & 19 Dec), 
Trevena Cross garden centre, 
Helston, will be transformed 
into an undercover festive 
wonderland, the BIGGEST 
Santa’s Grotto in West Cornwall; 
£7.50 child, includes gift (all proceeds to charity), no booking 
required. Take photos as you walk through gently falling ‘snow’, a 
magical journey with elves via the snowy forest to Santa’s Grotto. 
Makaton signing Santa on the Thursdays and at weekends enjoy the 
large undercover food & craft Christmas market too.  
www.trevenacross.co.uk & facebook.

Trebah Garden, Mawnan Smith. Normal adult garden entry rates 
apply. 14 & 15 Dec: Terrific Trebah Santa Days. This Christmas 
the elves return to Trebah, pulling the dust sheets off their factory 
machinery and moving into production mode. For a short period 
only, guests will be invited inside the magical factory to watch the 
elves handcraft fantastical toys, play instruments and generally elf 
about. Santa will be performing quality checks and meeting children 
to double check that he has everybody on his special list. Prebook 
your time slot early on www.trebah-garden.co.uk/santa. Child 
£9, adults £5 (adult members free) includes garden entry and a 
handcrafted toy for children. 

The Lost Gardens of Heligan, Pentewan, St Austell  
www.heligan.com 6 Dec 4 to 8pm, 7 & 8 Dec 10am to 4pm: 
Christmas Fair, £2 includes garden entry. 14 to 24 Dec: Father 

Christmas Experience £2 adult/ £7 
child (plus garden entry /locals’ 
pass) includes small traditional 
gift. When you arrive book to meet 
him in the cosy Head Gardener's 
Office. Enjoy the Festive garden trail, 
write a letter to Father Christmas 
and make recycled paper chains, 
origami Christmas trees, ‘Rocking 
Robins’ and paint pebbles by the 
fire, all free with entry.  Various 

dates 19 Dec to 4 Jan: ‘Heligan by Night’, journey through an after 
dark Lost Gardens and delight in the incredible textures, colours 
and atmosphere created by internationally renowned light artist Ulf 
Pedersen; £7pp, under 5s free, booking essential.  01726 879500.

Penlee House Gallery and Museum, 25 Nov & 27 Jan: Free stay 
and play baby sessions, drop-in 10 to 11.30am.  
3 Dec: Tick-Tock-Time, free creative session for toddlers, for details 
call 01736 363625 or email zburkett@penleehouse.org.uk  
Free family activities every Saturday drop-in 2.30 to 3.30pm.  
23 Nov: Create a mini gallery in a shoebox. 30 Nov: extend 
the scene of a Victorian photograph from the Penlee Selects 
exhibition. 7 Dec: Frank Bramley used a flat, square brush to 
lay paint like a jigsaw, try it yourself with special pens. 14 Dec: 
create Christmas cards & 21 Dec: dazzling decorations. 4 Jan: It’s 
a date! Make a 2020 calendar. Continued on page 8  >>>>
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What’s On at the 
Eden Project   

Festival of Christmas 
30 November to 30 December*
Wintery wonders await and music fills the air as a group 
of Cornwall’s best musicians play festive favourites in our 
Mediterranean Biome and a traditional brass band play in our 
twinkly outdoor pavilion. Wander the Avenue of Lights and 
explore the beautifully lit Biomes after dark.  Discover exquisitely 
constructed willow lanterns, meet a cast of Christmas characters 
and magical creatures and take part in Christmas crafting sessions. 
Plus, bring along your unwanted seasonal sweaters to exchange at 
the Christmas Jumper Swap Shop.
*Selected dates, for further information visit 
edenproject.com/Christmas

Meet Father Christmas
30 November to 24 December
An all new magical and enchanting experience full of joy and 
wonder. Visit Father Christmas at Eden, listen to stories and get to 
see ‘behind the scenes’. Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays until  
17 December, and then daily from 18 to 24 December. Relaxed 
sessions are also available. 
Adults £4, children £6 (under 12 months free) Father Christmas is 
very popular, so please book in advance – to view the full timetable 
and book tickets, visit edenproject.com/father-christmas

Ice Skating  –  until 23 February
Get your skates on as Cornwall’s only indoor ice rink returns. 

Look out for Parent and Toddler Ice-Play and Family Fun 
sessions.  For more information, a full timetable and how 

to book your ice-skating session, please visit  
edenproject.com/ice-skating

Country House Christmas Event

Trevince stands in stunning grounds, gardens, woods and 
parkland in the beautiful hamlet of Gwennap, between Falmouth 
and Redruth.  The owners, Richard and Trish Stone, are the 26th 
generation to run the estate and welcome you to their fourth 
Country House Christmas event, Friday to Sunday  
29, 30 November and 1 December and 6, 7 and 8 December. 

This is a wonderful opportunity to visit the formal rooms and 
Victorian stable yard, filled with luxury gifts and artisans selling 
lavish products.  Local musicians, singers and choirs will perform 
from the upstairs gallery and the stable yard. 

Enjoy barista coffees and teas, delicious homemade cakes and light 
lunches in The Cart Shed Café and there will be hot mulled wine  
and tasty treats in the stable yard.

Doors open each day from 10am until 4pm.  With free parking  
and a £2 entry fee, a warm welcome and a wonderful time awaits 
everyone at Trevince.

www.trevince.co.uk / @trevinceestate

Sunday Lunch & Play at 
Sands Resort Hotel, near Newquay
Sundays are perfect for long, lazy lunches with great food and 
quality time with your loved ones. Enjoy your Sunday lunch at Sands 
Resort Hotel and make the most of all the indoor and outdoor play 
areas at no extra charge.

There are plenty of toys and a soft playroom for babies and toddlers 
and a games room and outdoor play areas for slightly older children. 
Oh, and did we mention the soft play, indoor playground, table 
tennis, bouncy castle, pirate ship, enchanted maze and all those 
other activities on offer? Sunday Fun Day!

Lunch & Play is available every Sunday until 15 December and again 
from 5 January 2020; parking is free. Pre-booking is recommended, 
call 01637 872864. www.sandsresort.co.uk

Sands Resort Hotel & Spa Watergate Road, Porth.  TR7 3LX

What's On - Continued on page 8  >>>>
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>>>> What's on -  continued. from page 5

Wheal Martyn 5 to 7 Dec: Celebration of Light and Clay - beautiful 
light trail, laser light performance projected onto the huge clay pit, 
immersive Woodland Wonderland UV experience, 4 to 8.30pm, must 
book on 01726 879500 or at Tourist Offices. Event is usual admission 
price, wrap up warm, bring torch. www.wheal-martyn.com

Wonder Nights, Mount Edgcumbe Country Park, Torpoint, 
Voucher on page 11. 12 Dec to 5 Jan: spectacular music and light 
shows. Tour the eccentric Earl’s mysterious mansion and meet Father 
Christmas. Lose yourself in Enchantia, a beautiful grove adorned with 
magical critters, Christmas trees and over 25,000 fairy lights then 
venture on to a scarily thunderous valley. www.wondernights.co.uk

Cracking Christmas events
There are lots of wonderful festive events, fairs and lights in towns 
across Cornwall, here is a selection of a few crackers.

From 29 Nov to 1 Dec Newquay’s Festive Festival will be 
better than ever, with a bar, food stalls, live music, and exciting 
entertainment. 29 Nov: The famous lantern parade starts at 6.30pm, 
then the big Christmas light switch-on with special guests at 7pm 
and fireworks over the historic harbour at 8pm. Expect fire breathers, 
stilt-walkers, dancers, choirs, walking jazz bands and lots of live music. 
Magic! The big man himself will be there in his grotto with his elves 
on 30 Nov 10am to 5pm (please book before 22 Nov on  
www.nqy.events). There will be a Christmas market on all three 
days on Fore Street, late night shopping on Friday & Saturday and 
free parking in Cornwall Council car parks from 4pm Friday to 9am 
Sunday. www.newquaybid.co.uk.

Newquay Zoo is delightful at Christmas, on 14 & 15 Dec meet Santa 
in his magical grotto and receive a gift. Time slots between 10am 
and 4pm, must book www.newquayzoo.org.uk or at the zoo; £7.50 
child (entry to the Zoo is extra). Complete the naughty elf Christmas 
trail for a prize (£1.50 or free with your Santa booking). Help the elves 
make Christmas presents for the animals at the Elves workshop, then 
watch the animals unwrap their festive treats. 01637 873342

Christmas in Truro starts on  
20 Nov with the magnificent 
City of Lights procession and 
switch-on of the Christmas 
lights. Truro late-night Christmas 
shopping begins on 27 Nov when 
Santa and his real reindeer will 
be parading through the streets. 
On Wednesdays from 27 Nov 
and Saturday 14 and 21 Dec, 
Boscawen Street will twinkling 
with a Christmas street market 
stuffed with gifts, jewellery, toys 
and food. 11 to 19 Dec: The 
Winter Gift Fayre on Lemon 
Quay. New for 2019 - Jack’s 
Frosty Stories, Coppice Theatre’s 
walkabout storytelling show on 
30 Nov & 7 Dec, details page 16; 4, 11 & 18 Dec 4 to 7.30pm: Father 
Christmas at the Royal Cornwall Museum, £5.50 includes museum 
entry, royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk; and on New Year’s Eve Family 
Fireworks at 7.30pm, Lemon Quay.  
www.visittruro.org.uk   Facebook @visittruro

Christmas fun in Camborne 29 Nov: Switch-On Day from 3pm, 
town band, male voice choir, stilt walkers, a huge real Christmas 

tree, 5.30pm lantern parade & lights on at 6.30pm. Free 
parking in Rosewarne car park weekends from 29 Nov 
to 24 Dec. Saturday 7, 14 & 21 Dec: Santa’s free grotto, 

Camborne Library 10am to 1pm.  
www.cambornetown.com and @cambornetown on Facebook
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Paradise Park, Hayle, 
award-winning wildlife sanctuary 
with JungleBarn indoor play. 30 
Nov, 1, 7 & 8, 14 & 15, 18 to 24 
Dec: Santa’s Paradise Park Grotto 
is magical! 12noon to 2pm. £5.45 
per child includes a gift.  No need 
to book, tickets on sale on the day. 
For entry to the Park and JungleBarn 

use season or return tickets or claim £2.50 pp off with your Santa’s 
Grotto ticket. www.paradisepark.org.uk 01736 751020 

Bodmin Lights Up! 23 Nov: free lantern-making workshop for Lights 
Up parade, drop-in 10am to 4pm, The Old Library. 29 Nov 6 to 8pm: 
clock tower projection lightshow, magical lantern & light procession, 
Santa’s grotto and carols.

Bodmin & Wenford Railway. On 30 Nov, 1, 7 & 8, 14 & 15, 21 to 
24 Dec the Railway will be running their wonderful Santa By Steam 
trains (they are very popular so book ahead). Arrive at Bodmin General 
Station for mince pies, seasonal drinks and carols on the platform, 
then take an hour-long train ride with the railway elves and visit Santa 
in his Grotto for a present whilst you steam along. Check out the 
festive film on the Railway’s Facebook page and for prices and tickets 
visit www.bodminrailway.co.uk  01208 73555

Tate St Ives 30 Nov 10am to 
6pm: Winter Festival, special 
£1 admission /free with Locals’ 
Pass, celebrate the start of the 
festive season with family-friendly 
activities, special talks, local 
choirs and performers. 8 Dec, 
2.30 to 3.30pm: Traditional 
Cornish Christmas carols, free with 

admission/Locals’ Pass. 28 Dec  
to 4 Jan 11am to 3pm: Tate 
Create: Forest of Crystals, get 
creative and have some fabulous 
holiday fun! Create a crystal 
sculpture inspired by the beautiful 
art of Otobong Nkanga; free with 
admission/Locals’ Pass.

Padstow Christmas Festival  
5 to 8 Dec, free charity event with chefs, cookery demos, food & drink 
stalls, live music, lantern parade, Santa’s grotto, Santa fun run and 
fireworks display www.padstowchristmasfestival.co.uk 

Festive Falmouth 28 Nov: Switch on lights, parade and Santa’s 
Grotto, Falmouth Library 5.30 to 8pm. 8 Dec: Live Nativity parade and 
scenes through the town, free event, 1 to 3pm. 14 & 15 Dec: Festive 
Weekend with snow train, artificial ice rink and a Victorian carousel, 
snowy scenes, street performers and live music. 
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PLAY THERAPY
WEEKLY  SESSIONS AVAILABLE IN CORNWALL

IT COULD HELP 
YOUR CHILD

Play therapy has been proven to 
help with: attachment issues; 

anger; anxiety; ADHD;
domestic violence;  

bereavement; 
lack of self-esteem; 

autistic spectrum disorders.

Contact Sharon Gough on 
07950859971 or visit 

www.thefamilyfairy.co.uk 
for more information

Mons Little Story Seekers, The Writers’ Block, Cornwall College, Camborne, term-time, 10 to 11am FREE story, song 
& movement sessions, 2 to 5 yrs, www.thestoryrepublic.co.uk/events
Minnows Tales, NMMC, term-time, for under 5s at 11am, nmmc.co.uk/news/minnows-tales

Weds-Th Little Eden sessions for Grandparents & under 5s, www.edenproject.com/visit/whats-on
Thurs Minnows Explorers, NMMC, term-time, for under 5s with grandparents at 1pm, nmmc.co.uk/news/minnows-tales
Sats Free family workshops, Penlee House, Penzance, drop-in 2.30 to 3.30pm, create a mini gallery, Frank 

Bramley-inspired pictures, Christmas cards & decorations, your own 2020 calendar 01736 363625
Kids Yoga Cornwall Club, Truro, age 8+ 1.15 to 2.15pm; age 4+ 2.30 to 3.30, book 07974 195210, see page 14

Sundays Fortnightly Art Club, St Ives School of Painting, Porthmeor Studios, 1 & 15 Dec, for 7 to 12-years, 6, £10, book 
info@schoolofpainting.co.uk 01736 797180  

...23 Feb Ice rink returns, Eden Project, get your skates on! Parent and Toddler and Family Fun sessions, see page 6
Nov & 
Dec

Festive Weekends, NT Trerice, (not open weekdays) enjoy a ‘sky’ full of golden stars in the barn restaurant; 
in Nov make festive wreaths & Dec tree decorations; from 30 Nov: festive choirs. 7 to 22 Dec: visit red-robed 
Father Christmas for traditional tales, £4 child, £3 adults + standard entry, must book 0344 2491895

17 Nov The Elves & The Shoemaker, IntoBodmin, Old Library, 3pm, puppets, £8 / £6, intobodmin.yapsody.com
17 & 24 
Nov

Clare Hollingworth & the Scoop of the Century, highly interactive show with songs. 17 Nov: Devoran Village 
Hall, 3pm. 24 Nov: Launceston Town Hall, 2.30pm. 01209 312500 www.carntocove.co.uk

17 Nov 
to 15/12

Sunday Lunch & Play for free, Sands Resort Hotel, near Newquay, page 6, soft play, indoor & outdoor 
playground, table tennis, bouncy castle, pirate ship, enchanted maze, book 01637 872864

20 Nov Truro City of Lights & Christmas Light Switch-On www.visittruro.org.uk
20/11 
24 Dec

Christmas in Camborne, 29 Nov: Switch-On Day, music, lantern parade, dramatics. w/e 29 Nov to 24 Dec free 
parking Rosewarne; 7, 14 & 21 Dec: Santa’s free grotto, Camborne Library 10 to 1pm. www.cambornetown.com

23 Nov Recycled Art, CWT, Padstow, 10am to 12, book: wildlifewatch@cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk 01872 273939
23 & 29 
Nov

Bodmin Lights Up! 23 Nov drop-in 10am to 4pm: Stars, Rockets & Planets: free lantern-making workshop for 
Lights Up parade, Old Library. 29 Nov 6 to 8pm: lantern procession, Santa, carols festive activities, lightshow

25 Nov Free Stay & Play baby session, Penlee House, Penzance, drop-in 10 to 11.30am, & 27 Jan 01736 363625 or 
email zburkett@penleehouse.org.uk

26 to 30 
Nov

Nativity! The Musical, Theatre Royal Plymouth, based on the film, a school attempt to mount a musical 
version of the nativity. Funny and full of joy. Relaxed performance 4 Jan, 3pm

27 Nov Father Christmas Parade, Truro from 6pm in Victoria Square, Parade starts at 6.30pm.  
First Wednesday Late Night Shopping & Christmas Street Markets www.visittruro.org.uk

28 Nov Switch on lights & parade, Falmouth, Santa, Falmouth Lib. 5.30 to 8pm www.falmouth.co.uk/falmouth-events
29 Nov 
to 1 Dec

Newquay Festive Festival, Christmas Market, Fore Street; late night shopping Fri & Sat; free parking: 4pm Fri 
to 9am Sun. 29 Nov: lantern parade 6.30pm, lights switch-on 7pm, fireworks over harbour 8pm, fire-breathers, 
stilt-walkers, dancers, choirs, jazz bands. 30 Nov: Meet Santa 10am to 5pm, free but must book for each child 
before 22 Nov on www.nqy.events. www.newquaybid.co.uk

29/11...  
& 6/12...

A Country House Christmas, Friday to Sunday, Trevince, Gwennap, details page 6, visit the House & Stables, 
luxury market, live music, delicious food, mulled wine, 10am until 4pm, £2pp, www.trevince.co.uk

29 Nov 
to 5 Jan 

Cotehele Mill’s Victorian family Christmas, various dates, 11am to 3pm, a trail, crafts, dressing-up and 
Mother and Father Christmas.

30 Nov Winter Festival, Tate St Ives, only £1 admission /free with Locals’ Pass, family-friendly festive activities, talks, 
choirs and performers, 11am to 3pm

30 Nov 
& 7 Dec

Jack’s Frosty Stories, Coppice Theatre, walkabout storytelling, Truro Comm. Library, Union Place, 12noon, 2 & 
4pm, outdoor, puppets & music, tickets £5 adult/ child free, from Truro Visitor Centre or www.visittruro.org.uk

30..1/12 Flambards Cristmas Fayre, music, food, drink and Santa! £1pp, free parking, 9am /10am (Sun) to 4pm
From 30 
Nov to 
22 Dec

Trevena Cross Christmas Extravaganza, Helston, weekends & Thursday 5, 12 & 19 Dec: undercover festive 
wonderland, walk through snowy forest to Santa’s Grotto, £7.50 child, inc gift, no need to book. Thursdays: 
Makaton signing Santa. Weekends: large undercover Christmas market

30 Nov, 
1,7,8, 14 
to 22/12 

All Wrapped Up! Camel Creek, Meet Santa, take the magical Elf Express, enjoy tree & biscuit decorating, 
mulled wine & hot chocolate, and visit the Christmas shop, £7 per child (plus entry 10% off online, annual 
passes available). Booking essential on 01841 540 276

30/11, 1, 
7,8,14,15 
21-24/12 

Santa By Steam, Bodmin & Wenford Railway, visit Santa in his steam train Grotto, book 01208 73555
Santa’s Grotto Paradise Park, Hayle, 12noon to 2pm. £5.45 child tickets on the day (£2.50 pp off Park/ 
JungleBarn with Grotto ticket), 01736 751020

30 Nov 
to 24/12

Meet Father Christmas, Eden Project, Fridays, Saturdays & Sundays until 17 Dec then 18 to 24 Dec,  
see page 6, £4 /£6, must book edenproject.com/father-christmas

30 Nov 
to 29 
Dec

Christmas Cheer, NT Godolphin, weekends 30 Nov to 15 Dec: traditionally decorated House complete with 
mince pies and warming fires. Weekends 30 Nov to 29 Dec, 11am, Godolphin’s Christmas Show in the Cider 
House £5.50 (+ entry) must pre-book 0344 2491895

30/11 to 
30 Dec

Festival of Christmas, Eden Project, selected dates, see page 6, brass band, live music, twinkly outdoor 
pavilion, avenue of lights, beautifully lit biomes, willow lanterns, characters & magical creatures, craft sessions 

30 Nov 
to 5 Jan

Masked Ball Christmas, it is 1893, Lanhydrock is ready for a fancy-dress ball; spectacular costumes, pose in a 
Victorian Christmas carriage, Masked Ball garden trail & ‘downstairs’ for parlour games & the servants’ night 
off! Free with entry. 7, 8,14,15, 21 to 24 Dec: Father Christmas £6+ entry, must book 03442 491895

1 to 22 Choirs, 60ft long garland & festive trail, Cotehele, daily music in the Great Hall, free with entry, trail £1
3 Dec Tick-Tock-Time, Penlee House, Penzance, free creative session for toddlers, drop-in 1 to 2.30pm, see 25 Nov
4 to 7 Treasure Island, Wadebridge Town Hall, Hopeful Monsters Theatre Company, www.crbo.co.uk
4, 11, 18 Father Christmas Grotto, RCM, Truro, 4 to 8pm, £5.50 inc museum entry, royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk
4 to 28 A Christmas Cornish Carol, see page 16, 4/5 Dec: Poly, Falmouth. 6 & 7 Dec: St Austell Arts. 9-14 Dec: Acorn, 

Penzance. 16/17 Dec: Regal, Redruth. 18-21 Dec: Burrell Theatre, Truro Sch. 27/28 Dec: Launceston Town Hall.
5 to 7 
Dec

Celebration of Light & Clay, Wheal Martyn, light trail, laser performance in the huge clay pit, immersive 
Woodland Wonderland UV experience, book 01726 879500 or at Tourist Offices. Free with museum entry



HAVE A REALLY WILD TIME WITH
Brilliant for kids’ parties,

play groups, schools, fun days!
Tel: 01736 333293

www.marks-ark.co.uk

Look who’sLook who’s
over there?over there?

Infant aquatic classes throughout Cornwall Infant aquatic classes throughout Cornwall –– see web-site see web-site

5 to 8 
Dec

Padstow Christmas Festival, free event, chefs, cookery demos, food & drink stalls, live music, lantern parade, 
Santa’s grotto, Santa fun run and fireworks www.padstowchristmasfestival.co.uk

6 to 8 Christmas Fair, Heligan, Pentewan, £2 includes garden entry. 6 Dec 4 to 8pm, 7 & 8 Dec 10am to 4
6, 7, 8, 
11 & 14 

Cornwall Hospice Care Santa runs, Heligan, Padstow, Helston, Truro, Falmouth, adults £13.50 child £7 family 
£37.50. 01726 66868 (3) www.cornwallhospicecare.co.uk/santas    see page 18

6 to 31 
Dec

A magical Christmas, NT Trelissick, 6 to 8, 13 to 31 Dec: beautiful garden illuminations, festively adorned 
house (open 6 to 31 D). 6 to 8, 13 to 23 Dec: Father Christmas tells festive tales (+small gifts), child £6 + entry, 
book 0344 2491895. Sat 7, 14 & 21 Dec: real reindeer, 11.45am to 2.45pm (free with entry) 14 Dec: Mobiloo

7 Dec Winter campfire & cooking, Penryn Campus, CWT, 10am to 12noon, donations, book: see 23 Nov
7, 8, 11 
to 24

Meet Santa, Dairyland Farm Park, singing reindeer, Christmas crafts & gingerbread people, one adult, one 
child £9.95 + £5 to meet Santa, book on 01872 510246/ Email santa@dairylandfarmpark.com

7, 8, 14 
to 23

Santa Claus is coming to (Charles)Town! Shipwreck Treasure Museum, enchantingly lit tunnels to Santa’s 
underground grotto, 30 min visits from 11am to 6.30pm, must book www.crbo.co.uk 01726 879500

7 to 30 Winter Wood, Rogue Theatre at Tehidy Woods, nr Portreath, see page 16, 01726 879500 www.crbo.co.uk
8 Dec Traditional Cornish Christmas carols, Tate St Ives 2.30 to 3.30pm, free with admission/Locals’ Pass

Santa’s on the Run, Eden Project, 11am or 2pm in aid of Children’s Hospice South West, see page 18
Winter Forest Fun, CWT & Badger Forest School, Cardinham Wds, 10am to 12noon, donations, book: see 23 Nov
Live Nativity, Falmouth, free, 1 to 3pm, through town, free refreshments, www.falmouth.co.uk/falmouth-events

11 to 19 Winter Gift Fayre, Lemon Quay, Truro
12 to 14 Aladdin, Lane Theatre a traditional pantomime with a modern twist, lanetheatre.co.uk 01637 876945
12 Dec 
to 5 Jan

Wonder Nights, Mount Edgcumbe Country Park, Torpoint, spectacular music & light shows, tour mysterious 
mansion, Father Christmas; beautiful grove with 25,000+ fairy lights & scarily thunderous valley, voucher 

13 & 14 
Dec

Christmas Festival, Port Eliot, St Germans, make hand-printed paper, truffles, decorations, bunting & 
jewellery; gospel choir, stalls, entertainers, adult & 2 children £7, u5s free, book on missivyevents.co.uk

13 Dec 
to 5 Jan

Treasure Island, Miracle Theatre at Princess Pavilion, Falmouth, epic adventure, swashbuckling 
sea-shanty-singing characters & a peppering of Miracle humour www.miracletheatre.co.uk 01326 211222

14 Dec Festive stories & craft, Cornwall’s Regimental Museum, Bodmin, 11am to 3pm. storytelling at 11am, 12noon, 
1 & 2pm, make Christmas things, create messages of peace to decorate the tree; free with museum entry
Christmas Forest School, Pelere Woods, Mylor, CWT & Wild Thymes, 2 to 4pm, donations, book 01872 273939
Christmas PK, Telegraph Museum Porthcurno, 25% off entry & Crack Christmas Code Crackers, 10.30 to 3pm

14 & 15 
Dec

Santa’s magical factory, Trebah Garden, Mawnan Smith, watch elves handcraft fantastic toys, meet Santa, 
must book - see page 4. Child £9 inc handcrafted toy, adults £5 (adult members free) 
Santa’s magical grotto, Newquay Zoo, book your time between 10am and 4pm, www.newquayzoo.org.uk or 
at the zoo; £7.50 child inc gift. (entry to the Zoo is extra), naughty elf trail, Elves workshop, 01637 873342
Festive Weekend, Falmouth, snow train £1, ice skating £1, Victorian carousel £1, Christmas on the Square 
event & snowy scenes, street performers, NMMC free entry for TR post codes, www.falmouth.co.uk

14 Dec 
& 2020

Tide Forest School for girls, Helford, run by forest school leaders from Creative Roots & nature and me, 10am 
to 3pm, www.creativeroots.earth/forestschool

14 to 24 
Dec

Father Christmas Experience, Heligan, Pentewan, £2 adult/ £7 child (plus garden entry /locals’ pass) inc gift. 
Festive garden trail, make paper chains, origami Christmas trees, ‘Rocking Robins’, free with entry, see page 5

14 to 31 The Mousehole Cat, Solomon Browne Hall, Mousehole, see page 17, cousinjacks.org 01872 384448
15 Dec Launchpad Christmas Party, Truro Baptist Church, activities, Christmas story and free picnic tea at 4pm
15 Dec Free Kids’ Christmas party, The Seahorse, Pentewan Sands, disco, fancy-dress, 3 to 5pm, see page 14
18 Dec Hedgehog rescue team, CWT Five Acres Reserve Truro, 10am to 12noon, donations, book: see 23 Nov
19 Dec 
to 4 Jan

‘Heligan by Night’, an after-dark Lost Gardens re-created by light artist Ulf Pedersen with incredible textures, 
colours & atmosphere; £7pp, under 5s free, various dates, must book 01726 879500

20 Dec Free Kids’ Christmas party, The Seahorse, Pentewan Sands, disco, come in fancy-dress, 6 to 8pm. see page 14
 21 Dec Christmas Fancy Dress Party & Santa’s grotto, Raze the Roof, Penryn, presents, disco, giggly games, ‘wrap 

your parents’ challenge, Yule hot dogs & berry juice, 6 to 9pm child £9.50, adults £1.50, see page 14
20/12 to 
18 Jan

Cinderella, Theatre Royal Plymouth, this year’s spectacular panto, starring comedy legend & Strictly star, Brian 
Conley, see page 17 

21 Dec 
to 5 Jan

New for 2019 Lanterns and Lights, NMMC, Falmouth, festive celebration, see beautifully lit & decorated 
boats, create macramé lanterns, explore the twinkling light trail, free with entry.

21-23, 
27-30

Sleeping Beauty, award-winning Kidz R Us, St Ives Theatre, 2 & 6.30pm, hilarious panto fun & clever slapstick 
01736 797007

23 Dec Squashbox’s Christmassy Christmas Show, Sterts Theatre, Upton Cross, 2 & 4pm see page 16
27 to 31 
Dec

Storytelling by elves, NT Trelissick, Father Christmas is tired, so his elves will tell their 12 days of Christmas 
story, £4 plus entry, must book 0344 2491895, 3 yrs+

28 Dec 
to 4 Jan

Tate Create: Forest of Crystals, Tate St Ives, 11am to 3pm, create a crystal sculpture inspired by the beautiful 
art of Otobong Nkanga; free with admission/Locals’ Pass

31 Dec Early evening New Year Fireworks, Lemon Quay, Truro, 7.30pm
Sundays  
5 Jan...

Sunday Lunches & Play for free, Sands Resort Hotel, Newquay, see page 6, soft play, indoor & outdoor 
playground, table tennis, bouncy castle, pirate ship, enchanted maze etc, pre-book 01637 872864

15 to 19 Sleeping Beauty, RAMPS at The Regal Theatre, Redruth, with music, dancing, slapstick comedy 01209 216278
18 Jan Winter Nature Walk from Carlyon Bay to Spit Beach, 10 to 12noon, geology & wildlife, book: see 23 Nov
18 to 25 Robin Hood & The Babes in the Wood, The Keay Theatre St Blazey Operatic Society’s fun-filled musical, 

www.crbo.co.uk 01726 879500
18/1, 1, 
15, 29/2

Start 2020 dancing! Free kids’ discos, The Seahorse, Pentewan Sands, drop-in 3 to 5pm, 01726 845 208 
pentewan.co.uk

22 to 26 Aladdin, Helston Theatre Company, Epworth Hall, 01726 879500
25 Jan Chorister Experience, Truro Cathedral, life as a chorister, sing & take part in a concert, must book, see page 18
27 Jan Free Stay & Play baby session, Penlee House, Penzance, drop-in 10 to 11.30am, see 25 Nov

[
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Festivities at National Trust places
There are glorious Christmas memories to be made at a National 
Trust place near you. Plan your festive adventures at  
nationaltrust.org.uk/cornwall

Trelissick (above)
It’s a truly magical Christmas at Trelissick. The illuminations from 
dusk onwards light the way through the garden to the festively 
adorned house. Father Christmas makes himself comfortable in the 
stables and tells a delightful new story for children.

Cotehele
For the first time, Cotehele Mill is decorated for a Victorian family 
Christmas with a trail, crafts, dressing-up and Mother and Father 
Christmas. Choirs will perform in Cotehele’s Great Hall beneath the 
traditional 60ft dried flower garland.

Godolphin
See a Christmas theatre production for all the family, enjoy the 
traditionally decorated house complete with mince pies and warming 
fires (open weekends 30 Nov to 15 Dec).

Lanhydrock
Inspired by a fancy-dress 
ball at Lanhydrock 
in 1893, the formal 
garden and house 
will be adorned with 
decorations and 
costumes influenced by 
the original guests. Have 
fun with the servants on 
their night off in the kitchen, visit Father Christmas and pose in a real 
Victorian carriage.

Trerice
With Father Christmas sharing some traditional tales, a sky of 
hundreds of golden stars in the barn restaurant, craft activities 
and festive choirs, Trerice is the perfect setting for an enchanting 
Christmas.

Winter walks
Wrap up warm and head outdoors for 
an invigorating walk this Christmas. Here 
are some great places to get closer to 
nature and enjoy the dramatic coastline.

Boscastle;   Botallack;   Cape Cornwall;   Godrevy;   Lansallos;

Lizard Point;   Penrose;   Sandymouth;   St Anthony Head

 Please check individual property websites for dates and times 
particularly as not all activities are available every day. Normal 
admission applies, some events have an additional charge. 

Cough! Cough! Who’s there?

Kieran Bignell the Consultant Paramedic 
from Cornwall 111 IUCS has some words of 
advice on that common winter ailment – 
coughing.  
 
Coughing is an automatic bodily process that clears the airways 
of any mucus and protects the lungs. Most people will cough 
occasionally to clear their throat or if they have something stuck in 
their throat.  
An acute cough will usually settle after one week and the most 
common cause is a viral upper respiratory tract infection, 
causing a runny nose and cough. Viral infections can affect anyone; 
however, they are far more common in children, they can suffer from 
5 to 6 episodes a year.  

Other causes of acute coughs can be: 
Asthma 
This causes wheeze, breathlessness and cough at night, in cold air 
and during exercise. An infection with a germ can make symptoms of 
asthma much worse. This is called an exacerbation of asthma. 
Irritants  
Breathing chemical or smoke can irritate the airways, causing us to 
cough. 
Lower respiratory tract infection  
These are less common; they can lead to more serious lung 
infections such as bronchitis or pneumonia. These conditions may be 
caused by infection with viruses, bacteria or fungi.
 
Treatment will depend on the likely cause of your cough. 
For acute coughs due to viral infections, simple remedies 
may be all that is needed. This might include inhaling 
steam, or taking honey and lemon to soothe your 
throat. If you feel unwell with a temperature or aches 
and pains, then paracetamol or ibuprofen may help. 
The cough will go away with time on its own.
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Activities for Schools & Perfect Parties
Learning outside the classroom can help a subject come 
alive! Cornwall’s Regimental Museum at Bodmin Keep 
is jam-packed with fascinating artefacts and stories. The National 
Curriculum-linked, museum-led sessions tell stories that provoke 
discussion and explore themes of conflict and humanity. There 
are uniforms to try on, a World War One Trench to explore and 
real-life artefacts to touch. Topics cover WW1, WW2 and historic 
events. cornwalls-regimentalmuseum.org/schools or 01208 72810

Kids Yoga Cornwall runs children’s Saturday clubs at Breathe Health 
and Fitness in Truro, yoga workshops in schools, after-school clubs and 
birthday parties (at Breathe or at your venue). The sessions take you 
on magical adventures using storytelling enacted by yoga moves, so 
clever. 07974195210

Mark’s Ark Wildlife interactive, hands-on 
encounters are brilliant for schools. A large 
range topics are covered, from Minibeasts to 
Rainforests,  see www.marks-ark.co.uk and 
suitable for all ages and abilities. Half/full day 
visits available, contact Mark on 07761810900. 

Home-educators, childminders and nurseries looking for a venue for 
your Christmas party? Jungle Jack’s, Newquay, have a fabulous new 
party room and 1,700 square feet of climbs, rope bridge, super-fast, 
slides and a baby & toddler area. Christmas meal deal: weekdays 2 to 
20 Dec 10am to 5pm, £8 for a children’s menu meal, squash & entry. 
Drop-in weekdays for Toddler Time - play, paint and get crafty. £1off 
voucher on page 2. 01637 852890

Raze the Roof Family Play and Party World, Penryn, 
is perfect for parties with a large Soft Play frame & slides, 
Laser Tag and party rooms. 21 Dec: Christmas Fancy 
Dress Party with Santa’s grotto, presents, disco, games, 
‘wrap your parents’, prizes, Yule hot dogs & berry juice, 6 to 9pm child 
£9.50, adults £1.50 tickets from reception or www.razetheroof.co.uk

14



Christmas Books 2019

The First Christmas Jumper (and the 
Sheep Who Changed Everything) 
by Ryan Tubridy, illustrated by Chris Judge
published by Walker
A rainbow-coloured sheep called Hillary is 
the heroine of this crazy book, full of corny 
sheep puns and jokes. A perfect stocking 
filler 7+

The Christmas Unicorn 
by Anna Currey
published by Oxford
Milly is facing a lonely Christmas away 
from home when a beautiful unicorn 
arrives at Grandpa’s house and befriends 
her and helps to make her dreams come 
true. A gentle Christmas bedtime story. 
Age 4+

The Tree That’s Meant to Be 
by Yuval Zommer
published by Oxford
When families come to the forest to choose a 
perfect Christmas tree, the wonky little fir tree 
is the only one left because nobody wants 
him. He cries into the night until the forest 
animals decorate him, and a shooting star 
transforms him into a tree of light. For 4+

The Mermaid’s Christmas 
Adventure 
by Michael Foreman
published by Mabecron
An old man sitting on a Cornish 
rock suddenly catches a mermaid! 
Of course, he’s Father Christmas 
and he whisks Morvoren off in 
his sleigh and they fly round the 
world delivering presents.  Michael 
Foreman’s typical bluey green 
watercolours illustrate this charming 
story. For 3+

The Story Orchestra:  
The Nutcracker
illustrated by Jessica Courtney-Tickle
published by Lincoln
Press the buttons and excerpts from 
Tchaikovsky’s quintessential Christmas 

ballet musically illustrate each 
page. Dream that you are 

at the ballet as the 
classic story unfolds. 

Also available are The Sleeping Beauty and Swan 
Lake and Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons. 

For 7+

Blackbird Reads 
by Deborah Wright

15
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 Wadebridge Town Hall, www.crbo.co.uk Hopeful Monsters Theatre 
Company, 4 to 7 Dec 7.30pm & 2.30pm on 7 Dec: Treasure Island, 
adventure, treasure, slapstick and plenty of cake. 

Launceston Town Hall 01209 312500 www.carntocove.co.uk 
24 Nov at 2.30pm: Clare Hollingworth & the Scoop of the Century. 
PaddleBoat Theatre’s highly interactive show with songs. 

Solomon Browne Hall, Mousehole 01872 384448 cousinjacks.org 
14 to 31 Dec: The Mousehole Cat will be returning to Mousehole this 
Christmas. Early 
booking advised, it’s 
always a sell-out. 
The play is based 
on Antonia Barber’s 
heart-warming 
version of a 
Cornish legend, of 
desperate famine 
averted by the 
brave actions of 
fisherman, Tom 
Bawcock, and his 
faithful cat, Mowzer. This is a transfixing performance in the round, 
in the intimate setting upstairs in the rafters of the Hall. We were 
enthralled by the actors, live folk music and songs, and an utterly 
convincing life-size cat puppet. Marvel at Mousehole’s spectacular 
lights display before / after the show. 

Miracle Theatre at Princess Pavilion, Falmouth.  
www.miracletheatre.co.uk  01326 211222 
13 Dec to 5 Jan: Treasure Island, epic adventure full of 
swashbuckling sea shanty singing characters, with the saltiness of 
Robert Louis Stevenson’s original nineteenth century setting and an 
added peppering of Miracle humour. (Photo below by Kirsten Prisk)

The Keay Theatre www.crbo.co.uk 01726 879500.  18 to 25 Jan: 
St Blazey Operatic Society’s Robin Hood & The Babes in the Wood, 
fun-filled musical 

The Regal Theatre, Redruth. 01209 216278. 15 to 19 Jan: RAMPS 
Sleeping Beauty, with music, dancing and slapstick comedy

Helston Theatre Company at Epworth Hall. 01726 879500.  
22 to 26 Jan: Aladdin. 

Sterts Theatre, Upton Cross, 01579 362382 stertsarts.org

23 Dec 2 & 4pm: Squashbox’s Christmassy Christmas Show,  
£6, fir trees, fairy lights, sleigh bells and snowflakes; crackers, carols 
and presents and puddings.  

   Touring Theatre: 
A Christmas Cornish Carol. Irreverent, new and very Cornish 
adaptation of the Charles Dickens classic for families.

4 & 5 Dec: The Poly, Falmouth. 6 & 7 Dec: St Austell Arts.  
9 to 14 Dec: The Acorn, Penzance. 16 & 17 Dec: The Regal, 

Redruth. 18 to 21 Dec: Burrell Theatre, Truro School.  
27 & 28 Dec: Launceston Town Hall.

Pantomimes, Puppets & Film
Award-winning Kidz R Us, St Ives Theatre 01736 797007  
www.kidzrus.net  (pictured above)  
21 to 23, 27 to 30 Dec at 2 & 6.30pm: Sleeping Beauty.

Join Kidz R Us for a magical re-telling of this famous fairy tale and 
hilarious panto fun. Expect clever slapstick fun from hapless heralds, 
Fetch and Carrie, and names to make you chuckle like Bad Witch 
Hazel and Nurse Hettie Harpic (who is clean round the bend). 

Rogue Theatre at Tehidy Woods, nr Portreath. 01726 879500 
www.crbo.co.uk. Selected dates between 7 to 30 Dec: Winter Wood, 
Old Man Winter’s world of stories, faeries and winter wonders; Rogue 
Theatre’s enchanting, highly visual adventure through the woods, 
1pm, 4pm and 6.30pm. 

Lane Theatre lanetheatre.co.uk 01637 876945. 12 to 14 Dec: 
Aladdin a traditional pantomime but with a modern twist. 

Truro Community Library, Union Place, Truro, 30 Nov & 7 Dec 
12noon, 2 & 4pm: Jack’s Frosty Stories by Coppice Theatre, outdoor, 
walkabout storytelling shows with puppets and live music, tickets £5 
adult/ children free, from Truro Visitor Centre or www.visittruro.org.uk



Theatre Royal Plymouth, 
01752 267222 www.theatreroyal.com 

26 to 30 Nov: Nativity! The Musical. St Bernadette’s School attempt 
to mount a musical version of the classic school nativity play. Funny 
and full of joy, this will be a cracker.

3 Dec to 18 Jan: The Elves and the Shoemaker This hilarious 
re-telling of the much-loved classic tale from the inescapably 
inventive Stuff and Nonsense is a total delight, witty, charming and 
surprising puppetry. Relaxed Saturday show 4 Jan, 3pm.

‘The King of Comedy’ Brian Conley 
returns to Theatre Royal Plymouth  
from 20 Dec to 18 Jan for this year’s spectacular panto, Cinderella.

Brian loves Plymouth. He’s taken to the Theatre Royal Plymouth 
(TRP) stage numerous times over the years and he can’t wait to 
entertain audiences again as Buttons.

‘They tell me that I have starred in more productions at Theatre 
Royal Plymouth than any other performer. I’ve done loads of big 
shows in Plymouth: Barnum, Chitty Chitty Bang Bang, Hairspray, 
Oliver, Jolson - it’s like a second home to me, and I love it. It’s a 
great audience, and it’s a beautiful theatre.’ said Brian.

“The thing about panto is it has to be spectacular, so that people 
are completely blown away. We’ve got the London Palladium set, a 
coach that flies out and does a 180-degree turn, and animatronic 
horses that everyone thinks are real!’

Brian and his family have visited Plymouth so many times over the 
years that they know all the best places to take in a walk and 
see the views:

‘We enjoy the Hoe and the Barbican, but with two  
shows a day, I won’t be getting much time off!’  
said Brian. 

Box Office 01752 267222.  
www.theatreroyal.com/whats-on/cinderella/
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My Top Books for 2019
Nell and the Circus of Dreams 
by Nell Gifford, 
illustrated by Briony May Smith
published by Oxford
Nell Gifford is the founder of Gifford’s Circus 
which tours the West Country in the summer 
(find out more at www.giffordscircus.com) 
She  imagines the child Nell running away to join the circus of her 
dreams and meeting the exotic people who live in caravans and fly 
through the air. For 4+

Treasure from the Sea 
by Lisa Woollett, 
illustrated by Sarah McCartney
published by Mabecron
Christmas is a good time for beachcombing in 
Cornwall and this story, part fact, part fiction 
will inspire the whole family to go down and start looking. Ally lives 
by a Cornish beach and loves collecting shells and seaweed for her 
treasure box.  An old lady she meets explains the secrets of the 
seashore to her – and to us. For 5+

Angel on the Roof 
by Shirley Hughes
published by Walker
I’m a Shirley Hughes fan (Dogger was voted 
the Kate Greenaway favourite book of all time, 
which is quite something). Her latest book is 
drawn in scribbly blue biro with just the angel’s 
wings and halo in gold. A simple story of friendship and small acts 
of kindness, which transform the lives of the people who live in a 
scruffy London street. For 7+

Between Worlds: 
Folktales of Britain and Ireland 
by Kevin Crossley-Holland, 
illustrated by Frances Castle
published by Walker
Crossley-Holland is one of our finest storytellers, 
and stories like The Dead Moon and The 
Small-Tooth Dog are strange, eerie and magical and part of our 
national heritage. Perfect to read aloud on cold winter nights. For 8+

The Classic FM Family Music Box 
by Sam Jackson and Tim Lihoreau, 
illustrated by Olivia Waller
published by White Lion (Quarto)
An interactive book with music clips from 
eight famous pieces of music, and fascinating 
facts and stories about composers from the 
Renaissance to the end of the Twentieth  
Century. I wish the clips had been longer – but it 
whets the appetite for more. For 9+

Inventor Lab: Awesome Builds for Smart 
Makers 
by Jack Challoner
published by Dorling Kindersley

Budding engineers will love the photographic 
step-by-step instructions to make some seriously complicated 
projects. Electric circuits, soldering irons, glue guns, heat-shrink 

tubing, capacitors are all explained. This is the total opposite of 
dumbing down for children, it’s mind boggling. For 9+

Blackbird Reads 
by Deborah Wright

Raise Christmas cheer in your 
Santa gear!
8 Dec 11am or 2pm: Santa’s on the Run at the Eden Project.  
Run, jog, skip or walk in aid of Children’s Hospice South West, Little 
Harbour, registration includes entry into Eden.  
www.chsw.org.uk/event/group/santas-run 01726 871800

Cornwall Hospice Care Santa Runs. Adults £13.50, child £7,  
family £37.50.  Run between 1 and 1.5 miles. 

www.cornwallhospicecare.co.uk/santas 01726 66868 (option 3). 

6 Dec, 6.45pm: Fun Run around The Lost Gardens of Heligan 
gardens at night, finish at the Christmas Fair.

7 Dec, 11am Santa Fun Cycle along the Camel Trail from 
Wadebridge to Padstow’s Christmas market (registration includes 
bike); then 1pm: Santa Fun Run through Padstow.

8 Dec, 1pm: skip round Helston, registration includes Santa suit, 
medal & mince pie.

11 Dec, 6.45pm: Truro Santa Fun Run & late-night shopping.

14 Dec, 1pm: Festive Weekend & Santa Fun Run, Falmouth, 
registration includes ice skating or carousel ride.



New activities at National 
Maritime Museum Cornwall, 
Falmouth
Never to rest on their laurels National Maritime Museum Cornwall 
have been busy creating a series of exciting exhibitions, activities 
for grandparents and their grandchildren and festive fun for all this 
Christmas holidays.

Lanterns and Lights  
New for 2019 Lanterns and Lights is a 
festive celebration of maritime light. 
From 21 December to 5 January see 
beautifully decorated boats before 
creating a macramé lantern to light your 
way on the Museum’s twinkling light trail 
dotted throughout the iconic building.

Minnows Explorers 
Explorer caps and backpacks on and magnifying glasses at the 
ready, we’re going on an adventure!  Minnows Explorers, designed 
for under 5s and their grandparents, is the perfect opportunity to 

peep into the galleries, dive underwater in the Tidal Zone and gaze 
up at the flying flotilla. Become a Minnows Explorer and together 
uncover hidden histories and treasured tales. Every Thursday 
during term-time at 1pm.

James Dodds exhibition 

If you’re little one loves art, pop along to see the new James 
Dodds’ exhibition of local wooden boats. It’s the perfect way to 
explore colour, texture and shape.

Porthleven exhibition 
Uncover the fascinating history of one of Cornwall’s most iconic 
harbours. Hear local stories and see beautiful objects.

Family favourites 
There are lots of family favourites available throughout the year 
- 15 galleries over four floors, jump aboard the boats, the 
100 foot Look Out Tower, Treasure Island Play Zone, 
shipwrights at work in the boat building workshop 
and the Titanic Stories exhibition.

It’s free! 
All the new activities are included for free as part  
of the admission price to enter the museum.
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