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Dear Readers,

There is SO much to do, 
whatever your mood and 
interests. If you want to amble 
and chill, burn some adrenalin 
or expand your imagination 
and explore new worlds – 
just take your pick. Why not 
learn to a new skill like sailing, 
skimming stones, playing 
tennis or make your own quoits 
game (see page 20)? Lots of 

local festivals are popping up – see page 5 and the calendar – 
the Wilder Festival at Mount Pleasant looks fun and is free.

Trebah’s ambitious WW2 Operation Overload project sounds 
amazing, a real community achievement across time and 
generations – see page 10. 

Have a giggle with Dick and Dom live at Eden, team games run 
by them?! Bound to be insane…

If the weather is a bit grey or wet, there are plenty of places to 
have fun and zoom – see pages 16 & 17 for suggestions – 
 or curl up with a good book. I fancy Midnight at  
Moonstone by Lara Flecker which is recommended  
in our book review. 

Have a wonderful half term and every other day too!

Vanessa, Simon and the Blackbird

We believe that all details are correct at the time of going to print but cannot 
accept any responsibility for mistakes or omissions.  We try to ensure all events 
featured will be enjoyed by younger children but in some instances we cannot 
test this and have to rely on the opinions of the organisers.  When you have 
finished with this magazine please pass it on to a friend or recycle it. 

Please mention us to advertisers
Contact us at:  “Blackbird Pie”,  Flying Pig Publishing,  
3 Basset Place, Falmouth, Cornwall. TR11 2SS  
 post@blackbirdpie.co.uk

 01326 314242  www.blackbirdpie.co.uk
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New-look at Camel 
Creek Adventure Park

Following an extensive £3million refresh, Camel Creek 
Adventure Park reopened last month. Watch out for a 
series of brand new and updated rides and attractions 
being unveiled throughout spring.

Easter saw the reopening of the water rides and slides 
after extensive refurbishment, along with the addition 
of a newly built mini-log flume, a wet’n’wild ride!

 Plus, Cornwall’s only state-of-the-art 5D Cinematic 
simulator has had a refresh.

In May, the refreshed colourful Clown Coaster 
reopens, along with the addition of Cornwall’s newest 
and finest rollercoaster - the Airbender, an electrifying 
rider-experience for the over 12s.

Book ahead online and save 10% 

www.camelcreek.co.uk

Perplexed at Port Eliot
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What's On?

4      

What to do in early summer

For great galleries and historic places see pages 6 to 9; for glorious 
gardens and outdoor fun see pages 14 & 15; for indoor play see 
pages 16 to 19; and for theatre shows pages 22 to 23. 

Awesome Attractions 
Camel Creek Adventure Park, Wadebridge, news on page 2. 
Eden Project events on page 11.

Newquay Zoo invite you to their very special 50th anniversary 
celebration party on Sunday 26 May, 10am until 5pm. Enjoy 
1960s-themed live music, giant games, children’s activities, face 
painting, BBQ, ice-cream and have your picture taken in the giant 
deckchair. There will be themed enrichments for the animals and 
special keepers’ talks. Take a stroll down memory lane with the 
eye-opening 50th Anniversary Exhibition - a unique journey over 
five decades leading to today’s charming zoo. Did you know the zoo 
used to be home to bears, bison, Californian sea lions, camels and 
even caiman?! 01637 873342 www.newquayzoo.org.uk

Paradise Park, Hayle. Award-winning wildlife sanctuary with 
spectacular free-flying bird 
shows and exhilarating indoor 
adventure play.  25 May to 2 
June: Bug and Butterfly Quest, 
search out questions, learn about 
colourful butterflies, barmy bugs 
and creepy insects and claim bug 
or butterfly chocolate rewards. 
Plus, wildlife, nature and the 
environment in the brand-new 
Wildlife Hero quiz booklet, 
navigate the map and look for 
the logo on signs around the Park 
to find the answers and claim your badge. www.paradisepark.org.uk 

01736 751020

Lappa Valley Steam Railway, see page 6 for voucher. Travel 
on the miniature steam trains into the award-winning family 
fun park. Enjoy crazy golf, a boating lake, indoor and outdoor 
play areas, two more railway lines and much more! All 

activities included in a single ticket www.lappavalley.co.uk 

Bodmin & Wenford Railway, Journey back in time on an evocative 
steam train trip. 18 & 19 May: Family fun with Wallace & Gromit as 
they celebrate their 30th Anniversary at Bodmin & Wenford; meet 
the cheese-loving pair at intervals on each day. You can even bring 
your dog. www.bodminrailway.co.uk 01208 73555
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Open Days, Festivals and Fairs
25 May 11am to 2pm: 
Falmouth Marine School 
invite you to their Open 
Day. Family fun with the 
internationally renowned 
centre of watersports, 
boatbuilding, marine biology 
and marine engineering 
courses. The free event 
includes feeding fearsome 
piranhas, helping build a boat and coming face-to-face with amazing 
marine life in the classroom tanks. 01326 310310  
www.falmouthmarineschool.ac.uk 

Penzance Tennis Club Inclusive Open Day, 11 May 12noon to 
2pm: FREE tennis session for people with disabilities to try tennis, 
details on www.penzancetennisclub.co.uk/coaching/disability-tennis. 
18 May 9am to 3pm: Great British Tennis Weekend and Spring 
Fayre, FREE fun Family Tennis Open Day with games and stalls.

24 to 28 May: Surya Family Yoga Camp, Chyan Cultural Centre, 
near Falmouth, new forms of yoga, children’s activities, & a site filled 
with secret spaces, safe shallow pools in the stream, and woodland 
(young children will need supervision). www.surya.org.uk

26 May 12 noon to 8pm:  Wilder Festival, free all-day event with 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust at Mount Pleasant Sustainable Eco-Park. See 
page 21.

Enys Gardens, St Gluvias, Penryn. 4 to 12 May: Bluebell festival is 
a breath-taking show of bluebells in the 30-acre gardens, daily 11am 
to 5pm; and there’s an ‘Art of Nature’ local artists’ exhibition in Enys 
House.  1 & 2 Jun: Truly Madly Cornwall, artisan craft fair with 
over 50 stalls, pirate treasure hunt, wildlife trail, face-painting, Cornish 
food, music, song & dance, have-a-go pottery... and more!  
Adults £6/ £5, 5 to 16 yrs £2, under 5s free, dogs welcome. 

6 & 7 Jul, 11am to 6pm: Food Jam Festival, graze a trail of world 
foods in the lovely gardens of Enys, inspirational talks, activities, 
demos, live music from The Cabarats, Tribo Groove, Gaskell & Sharpe 
Duo, wild cocktails & foraging walks. Free entry & activities for under 
16s. www.enysgardens.org.uk 01326 377621

6 to 8 Jun: Royal Cornwall Show, Wadebridge, countryside events 
& activities, lots of lovely animals, steam & fun-fairs, police dog 
demos, death-defying motocross, RAF Falcons and stunt horse riding.

21 to 23 Jun: summer solstice 3 Wishes Fairy Festival, Mount 
Edgcumbe Country Park. Under 7s go free. Workshops, live music, 
mermaids in the merquarium, and lots of fairy folk.  
www.fairyfestival.co.uk 

3 June 4 to 5pm: LAUNCHPAD, Truro Baptist Church, FREE picnic 
tea and activities - games, challenges, music, bible stories and crafts.  
All welcome. 

Family-friendly local festivals include: 15 to 22 Jun: Polperro 
Festival, with solstice bonfire, carnival and a unique mock mayor 
choosing ceremony. 21 to 30 Jun: Golowan Festival, Penzance, 
music & performing arts. 23 to 29 Jun: Mevagissey Feast Week, 
crab catching, fishing boat races, flora dance, ceilidh. 5 to 20 Jul: 
Lafrowda Festival, St Just, culminating in Lafrowda Day; street 
performers and three spectacular processions. 5 to 7 Jul: Bodmin 
Riding & Heritage Weekend, Feast Day Friday, Heritage Day Sat, 
Sports Sun. 12 to 14 July: Tropical Pressure Festival, Mount 
Pleasant Eco Park, camping in spacious grounds, live bands, 
DJ’s, music & dance workshops, yoga, play & craft sessions, 
storytelling. www.eventbrite.co.uk

25 to 28 July: Port Eliot Festival, simply brilliant, perfect for 
families, day and camping tickets available though beware, they 
sell out! porteliotfestival.com
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Great Galleries, Historic Places 
and Marvellous Museums 
Charlestown Harbour & Shipwreck Museum (above)  
A great day out for all the family. These two popular attractions 
have come together to make a fascinating, varied and fun 
experience. The Museum holds over 8,000 artefacts from 150 
shipwrecks and has new exhibitions including a stunning installation 
by local artist Jo Downs.  To walk around Charlestown’s Georgian 
Harbour is to step back in time. You can go on board the tall ship 
Kajsamoor, which is great fun for children; a Pirate Captain might 
even be on board! Tickets can be purchased at either the Museum or 
the harbour booth. www.shipwreckcharlestown.com

National Maritime Museum Cornwall, Falmouth.   
Pay once, get in free for a year. Discover the Treasure Island Play 
Zone, jump aboard boats, climb the 100-foot Look Out Tower, hear 
ocean adventures & survival stories, explore the major exhibition, 
Titanic Stories. Minnows Tales: Mondays in term time - drop in at 
11am for a lively half hour of stories, songs and rhymes.

27 to 31 May half term: Shipwreck Survivors techniques, talks and 
demos. Imagine you are stranded on a desert island! No need to 
panic, extreme survival experts ‘Footsteps of Discovery’ will show 
you how to stay alive. 10.30am & 2pm: bushcraft and survival; 11am 
& 2.30pm: Survive on a desert island; 11.30am & 3pm: fire-lighting; 
12noon & 3.30pm: Primitive weapons – blowpipes. Make survival 
equipment and search for survival tools in the museum. All activities 
free with entry. www.nmmc.co.uk

Penlee House Gallery and Museum, Penzance. Free 
family drop-in art and craft activities every Saturday 2.30 to 
3.30pm. Free Tick Tock Time pre-schooler creative sessions on 4 June 
& 2 July drop-in 1 to 2.30pm. Free drop-in baby and parent sessions 
to explore the galleries on 20 May, 24 June, 29 July.   
01736 363625

English Heritage: Pendennis Castle, Falmouth.  
29 & 30 May at 11am to 5pm: Knights’ Tournament. Go back in 
time to see rival knights compete in the ultimate test of strength 
and skill. Arrows will fly, swords clash and the winner will be decided 
in the Grand Melee finale. Immerse yourself in medieval life in the 
encampment, meet people from the Middle Ages and try on a 
knight’s armour! Join in drills and try medieval combat in the kids’ 
battle. Buy tickets online before 28 May and save 10%,  
0370 3331183

Falmouth Art Gallery, family-friendly gallery with free 
entry and Little Fingers and Baby Jam sessions. Saturdays: free 
family art workshops, drop-in between 11am & 3pm.  
01326 313863  
www.falmouthartgallery.com
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Wheal Martyn, St Austell. Walk up to ‘Pit View’, see the huge 
waterwheel in action and wonder at the curiously beautiful turquoise 
settling pools. Then discover the Victorian clay works and the 
woodland play area. 8 June at 10.30am to 12noon: WM Museum 
Club, Museum Gems, explore the intriguing museum collection with 
the Curator and investigate weird and wonderful objects, £3 child, 
siblings £1, book 01726 850362 www.wheal-martyn.com.  
18 May – Hey Clay! FREE ceramics workshops with ceramicist 
Laurence Eastwood, 10.30am to 12noon Museum Club, then 1 to 
3.30pm for whole community, any age, drop in to make pinch pots, 
create and fire Reiki pots and paint ceramic tiles. FREE with museum 
entry, booking advised. 27 May 10am to 5pm: design a clay band 
medal. 30 May 10.30am to 3.30pm: join Wheal Martyn’s Clay 
Country band, make musical instruments out of junk! 31 May 11am 
to 1pm: Join Badger Forest School for exciting nature trails, campfire 
cooking, mask making, shelter building, mini-beast hunts, £8 child/ £4 
adult inc drinks, snacks and museum entry. 

Cornwall’s Regimental Museum It’s Sword Week 
at Bodmin Keep! Join in the swashbuckling fun at Cornwall’s 
Regimental Museum at Bodmin Keep. Bodmin Keep houses a 
wonderful array of swords and this May half term the museum is 
shining a light on this most alluring of historic weapons. Monday 27 
to Friday 31 May is Sword Week with demonstrations and talks by an 
expert swordsman and performances by The Swordstorian. He will be 
telling captivating stories of swords held by travellers, kings, pirates 
and brave soldiers, enchanting his audience with tales of adventure, 
courage and spirit. Join in the sword discovery trail and listen to the 
fascinating ‘Weapons Through the Ages’ talk and craft your own 
cardboard sword to take home. Activities run over 5 days at various 
times.  To find out more & see the full schedule, visit  
www.cornwalls-regimentalmuseum.org   01208 72810

Royal Cornwall Museum, River St, Truro. Family-friendly 
museum, under 16s free, adults £5.50 entry.  Museum Club: 19 May 
-Artefact Adventure, find & document objects around the museum 
with descriptions & sketches in special log books. 16 June: See pottery 
pieces decorated in blue and white, from patterned plates to the 
magnificent pyramid tulip vase; recreate with collage and paint, 
11am to 12.30pm, £3, book 01872 272205.  
enquires@royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk

Story-telling at St Michael's Mount - see page 8Story-telling at St Michael's Mount - see page 8
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What’s on at Tate St Ives

Toddle Tate
Monthly: 14 May is at Porthmeor Beach; 11 June at the Barbara 
Hepworth Museum and 9 July at Tate St Ives. 

Check tate.org.uk/stives for times.

Play, explore, create and investigate art in these fun sessions for 
under 5s and their carers. Activities use messy play, movement, 
stories, music and song to explore artworks together. Sessions are 
aimed at toddlers (18 month+) and pre-school children, younger 
siblings welcome. £ l accompanying adult admission (free for under 
18s, members and Locals’ Pass holders) To book call 01736 796226

Image credit: © Tate. Photo Ian Kingsnorth
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Tate Create: Body Paint
Daily 25 May to 2 June. Check out Tate Create for some fabulous 
holiday fun!

It's time to get creative this half term at Tate St Ives. Use paintings 
of your hands and feet to create a fabulous artwork inspired by our 

Huguette Caland exhibition.

Free with admission or Locals' Pass.

Super Sunday: Brilliant Bodies
16 June 11am to 3pm 

Get creative, investigate 
art, be messy, play with 
ideas and explore the 
galleries at this ‘super’ 
family takeover day! 

It's all about brilliant 
bodies this Super 
Sunday – inspired by 
the beautiful artwork of 
Huguette Caland. Create a kaftan, play with  
projections, draw a super selfie and join in with beach art fun. 

£1 or Free with Locals’ Pass

Image credit: © Tate. 
Photo Kirstin Prisk
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It was 1943 and thousands of American soldiers arrived in Mawnan 
from Maryland bringing with them chewing gum, doughnuts and 
new nylons. Travelling with them were Hollywood film-makers…

Their never-seen-before footage will be on display at Trebah this 
half-term. The intriguing exhibition is part of a series of summer 
events inspired by the 75th anniversary of the D-Day embarcation 
from Trebah’s private beach, when thousands of American troops 
left for Omaha Beach and the Normandy landings. 

Trebah’s ambitious Operation Overload project includes a 
fascinating virtual reality project, performances with local schools, 
an imaginatively-presented exhibition and talks by local historians.

Operation Bolero: 1 and 8 June 10 to 11am & 1 to 2pm. 
Experience a 360° micro-film, set in Mawnan in 1943, on a Virtual 
Reality headset. Hall for Cornwall Youth Theatre & Youth Dance and 
Trebah have recreated authentically-costumed scenes based on real 
events. Free event, in Trebah’s Visitor Centre (no garden entry ticket 
necessary).

Conversations with local residents inspired the script for Operation 
Neptune 11 to 15 June at 7pm, an epic promenade show 
performed through the garden, based on true stories from the 
thousands of US troops and the locals who witnessed it. Follow 
handsome and hopeful US 29th Infantry Division Technical Sgt. 
Joe Miller on his poignant journey to the Nazi-occupied beaches of 
Normandy. £16 adults, £8 for under 16s.  
Book www.trebah-garden.co.uk/dday or on 01736 810181

D-Day Exhibition 1 to 30 June commemorating the 75th 
anniversary with a scenic model, footage taken by the US Army, 
recreated radio recordings based on West Briton articles and local 
stories. The free exhibition is in Trebah’s Visitor Centre.

Operation Starfish: Various dates. Local school children will 
make gas mask memory boxes, ammunition box films, washing-line 
poetry and create & perform their own show, inspired by the 
US embarcation, at Trebah amphitheatre on 6 and 7 June. For 
information contact Sarah@trebah-garden.co.uk



What’s On at the 
Eden Project 
(and in your neighbourhood)
Costa Rica Festival 
18 - 19 May 
Head to Eden for a 
fun family weekend 
celebrating all things 
Costa Rica, as part of 
their partnership with 
the Costa Rica Tourism 
Board. Follow the 
Treasure Trail to explore 
Costa Rica’s incredible 
biodiversity and learn how volcanos help support Costa 
Rica’s flora and fauna.  Discover the dazzling display of 
over 500 orchids and create your own origami orchid to 
take home. Experience Costa Rica’s ‘Pura Vida’ lifestyle 
with live music, dance and storytelling, food tastings, 
craft activities and face-painting.

Dick V Dom   25 May - 1 June
Join Eden for a unique comedy adventure this May 
half-term, when the wonderful Dick and Dom take up 
residency. The Dick V Dom live show takes place daily at 
3pm. The audience will be split into two teams, with each 
side battling against the other in a series of interactive 
games, songs and general insanity.  Plus, throughout the 
day, take a bounce on the inflatable assault course, join 
in the Minute to Win It challenge, and explore a world of 
BOGIES (and other microbes) in the lab workshops.

All activities included with Eden admission or free 
for Local Pass Holders and Eden Members. 
Visit edenproject.com to find out more about 
what’s on at Eden.

Big Lunch   1 - 2 June
The Big Lunch brings people together to share 
food and have fun on the first weekend in June 
every year.  This year Eden will be closed on 
the 2 June to encourage people to join in and support 
The Big Lunch in their own neighbourhoods. So, join in, 
celebrate and make connections in your community. If 
you are thinking of holding a Big Lunch order your free 
pack at thebiglunch.com

Hello.  I’m Michele Boyce, 
Lead Nurse for the school-age immunisation service at 

Kernow Health.  

I’ve been a nurse since 1992 and have worked in the community, 
Royal Cornwall Hospital and General Practice.  You may recognise 
me from February’s Blackbird Pie.
I thought this time some background on what we do might be 
interesting.

Our Nurses…..
We have 30 nurses with vast experience as Health Visitors; 
Community Nurses; General Practice Nurses and Hospital Nurses.  
Between them they cover all eligible children at……

Schools…..
247 primary and 49 secondary schools;
Approximately 20 community catch-up clinics, where we also see 
home-educated children;  
Approximately 53,000 eligible children

Our Admin Team…..
When you phone you’ll speak to Nicola, Dion or Lesley, our 
administrators.  You might also speak to me, Maria or Laura.  It’s 
very busy so we all muck in.  We’re available from 8am to 5pm, 
Monday to Friday (contact details below).  If you have a question, 
please call us.  It’s what we’re here for.

E-Consent……
Introduced last year for primary and secondary school-age children.  
We’ve phased out paper but we’ll complete an e-consent form with 
you over the phone if you prefer; it will take about 5 minutes.  Don’t 
forget that if you want your child vaccinated we must have consent.  
If there’s no consent we won’t immunise.

Changes…….
This year all primary school-age children can receive the flu vaccine.  
The more children we protect the better.   

HPV for year 8 boys will be introduced from September; year 9 boys 
from 2020/21.

If you have any questions please call us on 01872 221105/06/07 or 
email Kernowhealth.schoolimmunisation@nhs.net   We are always 
happy to help.

Schools Immunisation Team
Protecting Cornwalls Children and Young People
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PLAY THERAPY
WEEKLY  SESSIONS AVAILABLE IN CORNWALL

IT COULD HELP 
YOUR CHILD

Play therapy has been proven to 
help with: attachment issues; 

anger; anxiety; ADHD;
domestic violence;  

bereavement; 
lack of self-esteem; 

autistic spectrum disorders.

Contact Sharon Gough on 
07950 859971 or email 

thefamilyfairy@gmail.com
for more information

Mons Little Story Seekers, The Writers’ Block, Cornwall College, Camborne, term time, 10 to 11am, FREE 
story, song & movement sessions, 2 to 5 yrs, www.thestoryrepublic.co.uk/events

Mons & 
Tues

Circus training, Swamp Circus, all abilities, Mons at 5.30pm, Redruth Youth Centre Community Club, 
£3. Tuesdays at 5pm, Falmouth Sports Club, £3, book 01326 377008 or office@swampcircus.co.uk

Mons & 
Weds

Toddler Groups, Truro Baptist Church, term-time drop-in from 9am to 11am, welcome with coffee & 
toast, play, stories, snacks, music, crafts, fun & friendship, £1.50, 01872 241984 mail@trurobaptist.co.uk

Mon, Tue 
& Thurs

After School Sailing Club, Mylor Sailing School, from 7 Jun. 4.30 to 7pm, RYA Youth certificates, 
5-week block £85

Thurs 
am

Little Eden, Eden Project estate, outdoor club for under-5s, games, stories, quests, campfire cooking, 
www.facebook.com/LittleEdenClub

Sats Free family workshops, Penlee House, Penzance, drop-in 2.30 to 3.30pm, 01736 363625
Saturday kids club, Star Glazers pottery painting café, Falmouth, 10.30 to 12noon, £10 for kids’ shelf 
item and snack bag, 07474 590649

W'kends Weekend sailing, Mylor Sailing School, Mylor Harbour, Saturday sessions for sailors with experience, 
10am to 12noon, £22; Sunday Swallows & Amazons, 6yrs+, 10am to 12noon, £16, book see 7 Jun

4 to 12 
May

Bluebell festival, Enys Gardens, Penryn, breath-taking show of bluebells in 30-acre garden, 11am to 
5pm, see page 16

11 May Inclusive (Disability) Tennis Open, Penzance Tennis Club, Penlee Park, www.penzancetennisclub.co.uk 
07582 669511

12 May Cornwall Youth Badminton County Trials, Treviglas Sports Hub, Newquay, 10am to 6pm, email 
cybsecretary@gmail.com

14 May Toddle Tate, Porthmeor Beach, St Ives, fun sessions for under 5s & carers, see page 9
18 May Drop in ceramics workshops, Wheal Martyn, St Austell, with ceramicist Laurence Eastwood, 10.30am 

to 12noon Museum Club then 1 to 3.30pm for whole community, any age, make pinch pots, create & 
fire Reiki pots, paint ceramic tiles, free with entry, book 01726 850362
Great British Tennis Weekend & Spring Fayre, Penzance Tennis Club, Penlee Park,  
www.penzancetennisclub.co.uk 07582 669511

18 & 19 
May

Costa Rica Festival, Eden Project, dazzling orchids display, create origami orchids, music, dance, 
storytelling, food tastings & activities see p. 11
Wallace & Gromit celebrate their 30th Anniversary, at Bodmin & Wenford, see page 11, 01208 73555

18 to 20 
May

Alice in Wonderland Tour 2019, Princess Pavilion, a playful take on Lewis Carroll’s tale, with catchy new 
songs www.crbo.co.uk 01726 879500

19 May Journey to the Impossible, Landewednack Community Hall, Little Soldier’s rambunctious adventure 
inspired by Jules Verne and eighties classic sci-fi films. 7pm, 7+, www.crbo.co.uk
Artefact Adventure Museum Club, RCM, Truro, document objects with descriptions & sketches in 
special log books, 11am to 12.30pm, £3, book 01872 272205. enquires@royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk

20 May Free baby & carer session, Penlee House, Penzance, drop-in 10 to 11.30am, 01736 363625
24 to 28 Surya Family Yoga Camp, Chyan Cultural Centre, Nr Falmouth. www.surya.org.uk
25 May Family Open Day, Falmouth Marine School, 11am to 2pm, free, feed fearsome piranhas, help build a 

boat, amazing marine life in the classroom tanks. 01326 310310 www.falmouthmarineschool.ac.uk
Python Data science workshop, Cornubian Arts & Science Trust, Helston, led by Tariq Rashid from the 
Institute of Physics, part of a tour giving children aged 7 to 17 a taste of data science through simple & 
exciting projects, 1.30 to 3.30pm, free, must book www.c-a-s-t.org.uk
The Hound of The Baskervilles, Acorn, Penzance, 3 & 7.30pm, inventive and hilarious comedy mystery 
features two fearless actors playing every role. 01736 363545

25 May 
to 1 Jun

Dick V Dom live show, Eden Project, daily 3pm, games, songs and general insanity, see page 11
Hurricanes, Cyclones and Typhoons, Shelterbox Disaster Relief Visitor Centre, Truro, new interactive 
exhibition, Virtual Reality videos drop you into the trail of destruction, innovative kit & emergency 
tents, free entry & activities, www.visitshelterbox.org

25 May 
to 2 Jun

Tate Create: Body Paint Tate St Ives, use paintings of your hands and feet to create a fabulous 
artwork, free with entry, u 18s free, see page 9
Heligan Wild Week, Pentewan, see page 14 / www.heligan.com
Bug and Butterfly Quest, Paradise Park, Hayle, chocolate rewards, new Wildlife Hero quiz booklet, 
flying bird displays, 01736 751020

26 May 50th Anniversary Party, Newquay Zoo, 10am to 5pm, 1960s-themed live music, giant games, face 
painting, BBQ, ice-cream, treats for the animals, special keepers’ talks, 50th Exhibition, 01637 873342
CWT Wilder Festival, Mount Pleasant Eco-Park, FREE, 12 noon to 8pm, wildlife workshops, foraging 
& feasting, live music, street food, Feadon Farm Wildlife, bird-ringing demos, forest schools, 
welly-wanging, Children’s Wildlife Parade at 3pm, see page 21

27 May Gangsta Granny, Penlee Park Open Air Theatre, Penzance, 6.30pm, Heartbreak Theatre production, 
book on www.crbo.co.uk 01726 879500

27 to 30 
May

Sailing Courses, Helford River, RYA-qualified instructors, small groups, £140 for 4 x mornings or 4 x 
afternoons, sibling discounts, book on www.hrcst.org.uk/activities

27, 29 & 
31 May

Morning shows, Minack, Porthcurno, 27 & 29 May: Squashbox’s The Sea Show. 31 May: John Brolly’s 
The Lonely Lighthouse Keeper. 10.30 to 11.20am, prices see page 23. 01736 810181

27, 30 & 
31 May

Half term workshops, Wheal Martyn, St Austell, 27 May: 10am to 5pm: design a clay band medal.  
30 May 10.30am to 3.30pm: join W M’s Clay Country band, make musical instruments out of junk!  
31 May: 11am to 1pm: Badger Forest School, £8 child/ £4 adult inc drink, snack & entry. 01726 850362



Infant aquatic classes throughout Cornwall Infant aquatic classes throughout Cornwall –– see web-site see web-site

Sailing Courses
27-30 May &  27-30 May &  
29 July-30 August29 July-30 August
Suitable for 8-14 year oldsSuitable for 8-14 year olds
Beginners & advanced Beginners & advanced 
learners welcomelearners welcome
£140 for 4 half-days £140 for 4 half-days 
Sibling discounts availableSibling discounts available
www.hrcst.org.uk/activitieswww.hrcst.org.uk/activities
Enquiries: 07555 785102Enquiries: 07555 785102

Molly MusicMolly Music  
& Movement Classes& Movement Classes
for babies and toddlersfor babies and toddlers

07775 446 254
Email: 

helen@mollymusic.co.uk
www.mollymusic.co.uk

Bodmin, Bodmin, 
Crantock, Crantock, 
St Austell, St Austell, 
and Truroand Truro

Book now 
for your FREE 
trial session

All Aboard!

Half Term Holiday 
Multi-sport camps

Mons Little Story Seekers, The Writers’ Block, Cornwall College, Camborne, term time, 10 to 11am, FREE 
story, song & movement sessions, 2 to 5 yrs, www.thestoryrepublic.co.uk/events

Mons & 
Tues

Circus training, Swamp Circus, all abilities, Mons at 5.30pm, Redruth Youth Centre Community Club, 
£3. Tuesdays at 5pm, Falmouth Sports Club, £3, book 01326 377008 or office@swampcircus.co.uk

Mons & 
Weds

Toddler Groups, Truro Baptist Church, term-time drop-in from 9am to 11am, welcome with coffee & 
toast, play, stories, snacks, music, crafts, fun & friendship, £1.50, 01872 241984 mail@trurobaptist.co.uk

Mon, Tue 
& Thurs

After School Sailing Club, Mylor Sailing School, from 7 Jun. 4.30 to 7pm, RYA Youth certificates, 
5-week block £85

Thurs 
am

Little Eden, Eden Project estate, outdoor club for under-5s, games, stories, quests, campfire cooking, 
www.facebook.com/LittleEdenClub

Sats Free family workshops, Penlee House, Penzance, drop-in 2.30 to 3.30pm, 01736 363625
Saturday kids club, Star Glazers pottery painting café, Falmouth, 10.30 to 12noon, £10 for kids’ shelf 
item and snack bag, 07474 590649

W'kends Weekend sailing, Mylor Sailing School, Mylor Harbour, Saturday sessions for sailors with experience, 
10am to 12noon, £22; Sunday Swallows & Amazons, 6yrs+, 10am to 12noon, £16, book see 7 Jun

4 to 12 
May

Bluebell festival, Enys Gardens, Penryn, breath-taking show of bluebells in 30-acre garden, 11am to 
5pm, see page 16

11 May Inclusive (Disability) Tennis Open, Penzance Tennis Club, Penlee Park, www.penzancetennisclub.co.uk 
07582 669511

12 May Cornwall Youth Badminton County Trials, Treviglas Sports Hub, Newquay, 10am to 6pm, email 
cybsecretary@gmail.com

14 May Toddle Tate, Porthmeor Beach, St Ives, fun sessions for under 5s & carers, see page 9
18 May Drop in ceramics workshops, Wheal Martyn, St Austell, with ceramicist Laurence Eastwood, 10.30am 

to 12noon Museum Club then 1 to 3.30pm for whole community, any age, make pinch pots, create & 
fire Reiki pots, paint ceramic tiles, free with entry, book 01726 850362
Great British Tennis Weekend & Spring Fayre, Penzance Tennis Club, Penlee Park,  
www.penzancetennisclub.co.uk 07582 669511

18 & 19 
May

Costa Rica Festival, Eden Project, dazzling orchids display, create origami orchids, music, dance, 
storytelling, food tastings & activities see p. 11
Wallace & Gromit celebrate their 30th Anniversary, at Bodmin & Wenford, see page 11, 01208 73555

18 to 20 
May

Alice in Wonderland Tour 2019, Princess Pavilion, a playful take on Lewis Carroll’s tale, with catchy new 
songs www.crbo.co.uk 01726 879500

19 May Journey to the Impossible, Landewednack Community Hall, Little Soldier’s rambunctious adventure 
inspired by Jules Verne and eighties classic sci-fi films. 7pm, 7+, www.crbo.co.uk
Artefact Adventure Museum Club, RCM, Truro, document objects with descriptions & sketches in 
special log books, 11am to 12.30pm, £3, book 01872 272205. enquires@royalcornwallmuseum.org.uk

20 May Free baby & carer session, Penlee House, Penzance, drop-in 10 to 11.30am, 01736 363625
24 to 28 Surya Family Yoga Camp, Chyan Cultural Centre, Nr Falmouth. www.surya.org.uk
25 May Family Open Day, Falmouth Marine School, 11am to 2pm, free, feed fearsome piranhas, help build a 

boat, amazing marine life in the classroom tanks. 01326 310310 www.falmouthmarineschool.ac.uk
Python Data science workshop, Cornubian Arts & Science Trust, Helston, led by Tariq Rashid from the 
Institute of Physics, part of a tour giving children aged 7 to 17 a taste of data science through simple & 
exciting projects, 1.30 to 3.30pm, free, must book www.c-a-s-t.org.uk
The Hound of The Baskervilles, Acorn, Penzance, 3 & 7.30pm, inventive and hilarious comedy mystery 
features two fearless actors playing every role. 01736 363545

25 May 
to 1 Jun

Dick V Dom live show, Eden Project, daily 3pm, games, songs and general insanity, see page 11
Hurricanes, Cyclones and Typhoons, Shelterbox Disaster Relief Visitor Centre, Truro, new interactive 
exhibition, Virtual Reality videos drop you into the trail of destruction, innovative kit & emergency 
tents, free entry & activities, www.visitshelterbox.org

25 May 
to 2 Jun

Tate Create: Body Paint Tate St Ives, use paintings of your hands and feet to create a fabulous 
artwork, free with entry, u 18s free, see page 9
Heligan Wild Week, Pentewan, see page 14 / www.heligan.com
Bug and Butterfly Quest, Paradise Park, Hayle, chocolate rewards, new Wildlife Hero quiz booklet, 
flying bird displays, 01736 751020

26 May 50th Anniversary Party, Newquay Zoo, 10am to 5pm, 1960s-themed live music, giant games, face 
painting, BBQ, ice-cream, treats for the animals, special keepers’ talks, 50th Exhibition, 01637 873342
CWT Wilder Festival, Mount Pleasant Eco-Park, FREE, 12 noon to 8pm, wildlife workshops, foraging 
& feasting, live music, street food, Feadon Farm Wildlife, bird-ringing demos, forest schools, 
welly-wanging, Children’s Wildlife Parade at 3pm, see page 21

27 May Gangsta Granny, Penlee Park Open Air Theatre, Penzance, 6.30pm, Heartbreak Theatre production, 
book on www.crbo.co.uk 01726 879500

27 to 30 
May

Sailing Courses, Helford River, RYA-qualified instructors, small groups, £140 for 4 x mornings or 4 x 
afternoons, sibling discounts, book on www.hrcst.org.uk/activities

27, 29 & 
31 May

Morning shows, Minack, Porthcurno, 27 & 29 May: Squashbox’s The Sea Show. 31 May: John Brolly’s 
The Lonely Lighthouse Keeper. 10.30 to 11.20am, prices see page 23. 01736 810181

27, 30 & 
31 May

Half term workshops, Wheal Martyn, St Austell, 27 May: 10am to 5pm: design a clay band medal.  
30 May 10.30am to 3.30pm: join W M’s Clay Country band, make musical instruments out of junk!  
31 May: 11am to 1pm: Badger Forest School, £8 child/ £4 adult inc drink, snack & entry. 01726 850362

27 to 31 
May

Shipwreck Survivors, NMMC, Falmouth, techniques, talks and demos by extreme survival experts 
‘Footsteps of Discovery’; find survival tools; make survival equipment, free with entry, www.nmmc.co.uk
Garden Magic, St Michael’s Mount, crafts inspired by patterns in plants, walk & talk tours, story-telling. 
26 May: rockpooling, All free with entry, details page 8
Swashbuckling Fun + Music, Military and Morale, Cornwall’s Regimental Museum, Bodmin Keep, see 
page 7. 30 May: The Swordstorian’s thrilling stories & sword demos, £3+ entry. 01208 72810

28 to 30 
May

Multi-Sport holiday camps, Penzance Tennis Club, 8.30am to 6pm, for 5 to 13-year olds, £16 a day, 
book www.penzancetennisclub.co.uk 07582 669511
The Wizard of Oz, Kidz R Us, St Ives Theatre, 7.30pm, 01736 797007, www.kidzrus.net

28 to 31 
May

Holiday Adventure Days, BF Adventure, near Penryn, half, full & longer days available, 6 to 13 years, 
£12.50 half day, book on www.bfadventure.org or 01326 340912, use discount code: blackbird19

28, 31 & 
1 Jun

Art workshops, Truro Arts Company, 28 May: Fashion design, age 9+, £10. 31 May: Collage Picasso 
masks, age 6+, £6.50. 1 June: Screen print a canvas bag, age 8+, £11, book 01872 240567, see page 16

29 & 30 
May

Knights’ Tournament, EH Pendennis Castle, Falmouth, see rival knights compete, Grand Melee, 
medieval life, meet Medieval people, try on knight’s armour & try medieval combat; 11am to 5pm. Buy 
online before 28 May & save 10%

29 to 31 Disney’s Aladdin, Sterts Junior Theatre, Upton Cross, 7.30pm, 1 June at 2pm, 01579 362382  
30 May Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves, Trebah Amphitheatre, Mawnan Smith, 6.30pm, Illyria production, see 

page 10. Box office at www.minack.com 01736 810181
Noisy Holiday, Acorn, Penzance, 4pm, nonsense, music and rock’n’roll theatre show 01736 363545

1 Jun Helston Herbarium workshop, Cornubian Arts & Science Trust, Helston, drop-in 10am to 4pm, free, 
look closely at extraordinary botanical specimens, create an intricate slide or weird & wonderful flower 
in the herbarium art laboratory, www.c-a-s-t.org.uk

1 to 2 
Jun

Big Lunch, your venue! Want to hold a community lunch? Order your free pack at thebiglunch.com
Truly Madly Cornwall, Enys Gardens, nr Penryn, artisan fair: pirate treasure hunt, wildlife trail, Cornish 
food, music & dance, try pottery, adults £6/£5, 5-16 yrs £2, under 5s free, dogs welcome, 01326 377621

3 Jun Free picnic tea & fun: Lauchpad, Truro Baptist Church, 4 to 5pm, games and crafts, see page 23
4 Jun Free Tick Tock Time, Penlee House, Penzance, pre-schooler drop-in, 1 to 2.30pm, 01736 363625
From 7 
Jun

Ladies’ sailing courses, Mylor Sailing School, Fridays or Sundays, 5-weeks £145, beginners to 
experienced, some racing, book 01326 377633 www.mylorsailingschool.co.uk

8 Jun A Perfect World, The Old Vicarage, Gwinear, 7.30pm, a feisty young woman ventures into a ‘Boy’s 
Own’ world of jungles & pocket knives; Miracle Theatre’s comic escapade for all ages, 01736 810181

9 Jun Science Adventures, Penlee Park Open Air Theatre, Penzance, 2pm, Coppice Theatre’s Science 
Fictionaries try to create the Ultimate Book of Science Stories! book on www.crbo.co.uk 01726 879500

11 Jun Toddle Tate, Barbara Hepworth Museum, play, explore & create art, fun sessions for under 5s & carers, 
£1 adult (free for under 18s, members and Locals’ Pass holders), book 01736 796226

15 Jun A Perfect World, Indian Queens Pit, 7.30pm, Miracle Theatre on tour 01736 810181
15 to 22 Polperro Festival, with solstice bonfire, carnival and a unique mock mayor choosing ceremony
16 Jun Super Sunday: Brilliant Bodies, Tate St Ives, free, see pages 8 & 9

Beautiful blue & white pottery: Museum Club, RCM, Truro, see page 7, book 01872 272205
17 to 21 Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves! Minack, Porthcurno, at 1.30 & 8pm, by Illyria, 01736 810181
18 Jun A Perfect World, Mount Pleasant Eco Park, Porthtowan, 7.30pm, Miracle Theatre on tour 01736 810181
19 & 20 A Perfect World, Trebah Amphitheatre, Mawnan Smith, 7.30pm, Miracle Theatre, see page 10
21 Jun The Tempest, Princess Pavilion, Falmouth, 7pm, by Shakespeare, Illyria production, see page 22
21 & 22 
Jun

A Perfect World, Miracle Theatre on tour: 21 June at Woods Café, Cardinham Woods, & 22 June at 
Launceston Castle, 7.30pm, 01736 810181

21 to 23 
Jun

3 Wishes Fairy Festival, Mount Edgcumbe Country Park, under 7s free, workshops, live music, 
mermaids, lots of fairy folk, www.fairyfestival.co.uk

21 to 30 Golowan Festival, Penzance, music, performing arts & theatre.
22 June Flying Tales children’s theatre workshop, Penlee Park Open Air Theatre, Penzance, 4pm, see page 23
23 to 29 Mevagissey Feast Week, crab catching, fishing boat races, flora dance, ceilidh.
24 Jun Free baby & carer session, Penlee House, Penzance, drop-in 10 to 11.30am, 01736 363625
25 & 26 Miracle Theatre’s A Perfect World, Princess Pavilion, Falmouth, 7pm, www.crbo.co.uk 01726 879500
27 Jun A Perfect World, Scorrier House, Nr Redruth, 7pm, Miracle Theatre on tour 01736 810181
1 to 5 Jul A Perfect World, Minack, Porthcurno, Miracle Theatre production, 01736 810181
3 Jul A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Trebah Amphitheatre, Mawnan Smith, 7.30pm, Quantum Theatre’s 

whimsical production, see page 10. 01736 810181
 4 Jul Free Tick Tock Time, Penlee House, Penzance, pre-schooler drop-in, 1 to 2.30pm, 01736 363625
5 to 7 Jul Bodmin Riding & Heritage Weekend, Feast Day on Friday, Heritage Day on Sat, Sports on Sun
5, 6 & 20 Fantastic Mr Fox, Sterts Theatre Company, Upton Cross, 7.30pm, 01579 362382  
5 to 20 Lafrowda Festival, St Just, culminating in Lafrowda Day; see page 5
6 Jul The Wind in the Willows, Bedruthan Hotel, Mawgan Porth, Illyria performance on the stunning 

sea-view lawn, show at 5pm, doors open 4.30pm. Early Bird Tickets 10% discount, 01637 860860
 6 & 7 Jul Food Jam Festival, Enys Gardens, nr Penryn, 11am to 6pm, graze a trail of world foods, talks, activities, 

demos, live music, wild cocktails & foraging walks. Free entry & activities for under 16s. 01326 377621
From 8/7 
to 6 Sep

Squashbox Theatre & John Brolly shows, Minack, Porthcurno, every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 
see 27 May, 01736 810181

 9 Jul Toddle Tate, Tate St Ives. play, explore & create art, fun sessions for under 5s & carers, £1 adult (free 
members / Locals’ Pass), book 01736 796226

 25 to 28 Port Eliot Festival, simply brilliant, perfect for families, day & camping tickets, porteliotfestival.com



www.enysgardens.org.uk

Glorious Outdoors
Eden Project, see page 11. Trebah Garden, see page 10. 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust’s Wilder Festival page 21. 

Happy 30th Birthday Callestick Farm! See page 4 for 10% off 
ice-cream voucher and if it’s your birthday in June too then you 
get a free ice-cream! As well as cows there are pigs, chickens and, 
depending when you visit, small or large calves. Watch ice cream 
being made the Viewing Gallery, enjoy the children’s playground, 
then relax in the sunny courtyard or in the newly done-up tea room. 
The cream teas, home-made cakes, & of course, the award-winning 
ice cream - served in cones, sundaes and milkshakes - are superb. 
Callestick only use fresh milk from their Jersey X Friesian cows and 
add the finest fruits and local Cornish cream to create beautiful ice 
cream. The sorbets are seriously yummy too…

The Lost Gardens of Heligan, Pentewan, St Austell. 25 May to  
2 June: Heligan Wild Week returns, grubby knees guaranteed! 
Become a frog, butterfly, fox or owl in the Wild Tribe Yurt, paint your 
face, make a tribal headdress then test your hunter gatherer skills, 
create a song and try Tribal calls. Test your animal instincts on the 
giant outdoor assault course. Learn bush craft skills; fire striking, 
make rope and create tribal wrist bands and discover about Heligan’s 
owls, foxes, butterflies and frogs. Wind down by the camp fire with 
toasted marshmallows and a wild sing-along. All free with entry. 
www.heligan.com. 

Feadon Farm Wildlife Centre, Landal Gwel an Mor, is a veritable 
wildlife wonderland of delightful and educational activities; from 
woodland experiences and beach adventures, to flying magnificent 
falconry birds and stroking friendly foxes. There’s something for 
everyone, from scheduled activities, a private experience or group 
visit. Enquiries: 01209 844136; book on 01209 842354  
www.feadonfarmwildlife.co.uk

St Michael’s Mount, near Penzance. Walk to the island at low 
tide or there are boat crossings (subject to weather). All activities 
free with entry. 27 to 31 May, 11am to 4pm: Garden Magic on the 
Mount. During half term, the garden lawn will become a hub of 
crafty activity inspired by the colours and patterns of the plants 
in the Mount’s unique garden. Investigate the glorious patterns 
and shapes of the succulents through kaleidoscopes, create giant 
mandalas, and collect leaf colours on your flag using Hapa Zome. 
Then match patterns to natural items on the trail. Walk & Talk Tours 
daily at 11.30am, 13.30 & 14.30pm, hear about the families that call 

the Mount home.

Listen to tales of island adventure, myth and legend from 
11am to 3pm; new for 2019, The Merchant’s Son set when the 
Mount was an important trading port. 26 May at 3 to 5pm & 
2 June at 10am to 12noon: Drop-by and join Great Scott! for a 
rummage in the rockpools, for all ages,  
www.stmichaelsmount.co.uk

14



BF Adventure, Halvasso, Penryn. Zip wire, archery, climbing, 
kayaking, coasteering, abseiling, canoeing and new indoor space at 
this beautiful 60-acre outdoor activity centre. 28 to 31 May: Holiday 
Adventure Days, half and full days available, 6 to 13 years. No two 
days are the same. £12.50 half day, 9.45am to 3.30pm only £25 or 
8.30am to 5pm £35. Book on www.bfadventure.org or contact  
01326 340912, use discount code: blackbird19

Trevaskis Farm is lovely for a gentle day out, set amidst 28 acres 
of beautiful countryside near Connor Downs. Wander the orchards, 
admire the animals and Pick Your Own. Admission is free and dogs 
on leads welcome. The award-winning farm shop is bursting with 
fresh fruit & veg and yummy homegrown, home-reared produce. The 
Farmhouse Kitchen Restaurant has a deservedly good reputation, 
serving hearty meals from fresh farm produce  
www.trevaskisfarm.co.uk 01209 713931

Mylor Sailing School and Mylor Sailability, Mylor Yacht Harbour, nr 
Falmouth, Child, adult and family sailing lessons run throughout the 
summer holidays, clothing & equipment are provided. Every Tuesday 
and Saturday: accessible sailing and powerboating sessions, 11am 
to 1pm or 2 to 4pm, must book. Every Saturday practice sessions 

for sailors with 
experience, 10am to 
12noon, £22.  Every 
Sunday Swallows 
and Amazons 
messing about on 
boats sessions for 
ages 6yrs+, 10am to 
12noon or 1 to 3pm, 
£16. From 3 June: 
Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, After 
School Sailing Club, 
4.30 to 7pm, RYA 
Youth certificates, 
5-week block £85. 
From 7 June: Fridays 
or Sundays, Ladies’ 
5-week sailing courses, 

£145, beginners to experienced, some racing, 10am to 1pm.  
Book on www.mylorsailingschool.co.uk  
01326 377633 or 07971 520257

Helford River Children’s Sailing Trust Holiday Courses. All 
Aboard! Join HRCST for a sailing course this summer and get to learn 
new skills and make new friends. HRCST has been teaching children 
and young people to sail with confidence for over 20 years. The 
RYA-qualified instructors teach in small groups, building beginners’ 
confidence and developing the skills of the more experienced. If 
conditions aren’t right for sailing, there will be kayaking and rowing 
lessons.  The 4-day course runs from 27 to 30 May and throughout 
the summer holidays, from 29 July to 30 August. Courses cost £140 
for either a morning (9.30am to 12.30pm) or afternoon session (1.30 
to 4.30pm). Sibling discounts and individual lessons for adults and 
children aged 8+ are available. 07555 785102.   
Book on www.hrcst.org.uk/activities. 

Multi-Sport holiday camps, Penzance Tennis Club, Penlee Park. 
28 to 30 May 8.30am to 6pm. Tennis, football, ultimate frisbee, and 
arts & crafts, for 5 to 13-year olds, £16 a day per child.  
www.penzancetennisclub.co.uk/coaching/holiday-camps. Book ahead 
for Tennis Summer Holiday Camps ian.vidgen@hotmail.co.uk  
07582 669511

Gwealan Tops Adventure Playground, School Lane,  
Redruth. Cornwall’s only staffed adventure playground and  
it’s free! Open in term time and holidays – details on  
www.gwealantops.org. Make dens, dig, campfire cookery,  
crafts and games. 01209 697717 
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Indoor Activities
Blackbird visits Wheal Play,  
Heartlands on page 18.

Molly Music marvellous music & 
movement classes for babies & toddlers in 
Bodmin, Crantock, St. Austell & Truro. Book 
a FREE TRIAL session, bring friends & family. 
07775 446254 or email  
helen@mollymusic.co.uk

Art workshops, Truro Arts Company. 28 May at 10 to 11.30am: 
Fashion design, age 9+, £10. 31 May 10 to 11am: Collage Picasso 
masks, age 6+, £6.50. 1 June at 10 to 11.30am: Screen print a 
canvas bag, age 8+, £11. Book on 01872 240567 or email  
kids@truroartscompany.co.uk

Star Glazers pottery painting café, High Street, Falmouth. Pick 
your piece to paint, prices from £5. The baby hand / foot prints, 
imprints and silver fingerprint jewellery make gorgeous mementos. 
Saturday morning kids club: 10.30 to 12noon. Parties available 
07474 590649 www.starglazers.co.uk

Swim Academy for Babies runs tailored swimming classes for 
babies from new-born to 4 years old, swimming development 
courses and junior squads for ages up to 10 years, at Carnon Downs, 
Crantock, Mullion, Portreath, Praa Sands, Redruth.  
www.swimacademyforbabies.com

Granite Planet Climbing Centre, Penryn, offers climbing activities 
for all ages. Taster sessions £50 for 4 people. Children’s clubs Monday 
to Friday during the holidays at 10am, 2 and 4pm £10pp. Open 
10am to 10pm weekdays, 10am to 6pm weekends. Book for parties, 
schools and clubs. 01326 376633 www.gpclimbing.com



Family fun at 
Penlee House

Penlee House Gallery & Museum, Morrab Road, Penzance, TR18 4HE

Tel: 01736 363625  Email: info@penleehouse.org.uk  @PenleeHouse
Please see website for details:  www.penleehouse.org.uk
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• FREE family drop-in activities 
Saturdays 2.30 to 3.30pm

• Baby & Carer sessions on 20 May, 
24 June, 29 July 10 to 11.30am 

• Tick Tock Time creative sessions 
for pre-schoolers & carers on 4 June 
& 2 July at 1 to 2.30pm

Shelterbox Disaster Relief Visitor Centre, Truro. 25 May to 
1 June 10am to 4pm: find out what it’s like to experience huge 
storms at the new family friendly exhibition: Hurricanes, Cyclones 
and Typhoons. Learn how the Cornish charity prepares for 
hurricane season and gets emergency shelter to people in remote 
communities devasted by cyclones. Try packing a ShelterBox and 
discover the science behind the storms. Step into the Weather Lab 
and immerse yourself in the world of the biggest storms on earth. 

Virtual reality videos will drop you directly into the trail of 
destruction. You’ll see what people need to rebuild and how 
ShelterBox can help. Find out about amazing missions and 
innovative kit. Interactive displays feature giant globes and live 
weather patterns, ShelterKits, emergency tents and rickshaw rides 
– a fascinating insight into international rescues. Open Mon to Sat. 
Admission is free.  www.visitshelterbox.org

Indoor Base Camp, Gwel an Mor, Portreath - three floors of 
exhilarating soft play: zip lines, ball pools, slides, a toddler play 
area and an excellent café. Parties and autism-friendly sessions 
available. Choose from 10 themed Clip’n’Climb climbing walls using 
‘Auto-belay’ technology, (if you fall, you are lowered safely); for age 
4+, book on 01209 844164. 

Jungle Jack’s, Newquay, A well-stocked café, free Wi-Fi & adult 
entry, free play & entry for under 1s and daily Toddler Time activities 
– a perfect place to meet friends! 01637 852890

Raze the Roof Indoor Play and 
Party World, Penryn. Spacious, 
well-designed indoor play area with 
huge slides for bigger children, plus 
loads for toddlers: WOW toys, Little 
Tykes track, mini ball pool, slide, 
and ziggurat. There are excellent 
toddlers’ sessions on weekdays, 
some run by outside providers - 
Bongo Babes on Mondays at 11am, 
Kids Box & Fitness Club Mondays 
at 5.45pm, Baby Ballet on Tuesdays 
at 10am, and Upsy Daisy Yoga 
on Fridays at 9.30am. Plus free 

inhouse activities - crafts, messy play, baking, exercising with Elly the 
Elephant,  dressing-up and disco. 01326 377481  
www.razetheroof.co.uk

The Seahorse at Pentewan Sands, near St Austell. Eat,  
Swim, Play and Party at The Seahorse, enjoy swimming and 
free soft-play. Check out the brand-new menu - delicious 
fresh food, every day. Now open on Mondays.  The parties 
sound really fun and include soft play all day; there are 
different packages including swimming sessions or a 
45-minute Disco party with dancing and games.  
Visit SeahorseCornwall.co.uk
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Blackbird Visits Wheal Play 
at Heartlands in Pool

We just had to fly over to Heartlands’ new mining-themed 
indoor soft play centre. The old mine building with its really 
high ceiling and loads of light is a perfect site for a Play Centre. 
It is sparkly clean, with a bright, colourful mine-themed play 
frame and friendly staff. There are loads of obstacles, beams, 
passages to explore and a daredevil drop down the swirly 
‘Mine Drop’ slide. Plenty to suit young ones, toys, bean bags & 
games to play with, a special area for babies and a decent, well 
priced café (pay once get loads of hot drinks). We met Chanice, 
the friendly Wheal Play Manager and chatted with some very 
enthusiastic customers, including some who were using their 

Blackbird Pie Wheal Play vouchers! 

Local Residents 'get 25% off child 
admissions' offer has been extended to the 
whole of Cornwall! Sign up before 30 June, get your 

pass, and have 25%discount for twelve months.

After a child’s 9th visit, they get their 10th 
visit for free with the Loyalty Pass. 

Visit between 1.30 and 3.30pm, Monday to 
Friday, children have a discounted rate:  
£1 for 1 to 2-years, £2 for 3 to 5-years, £3 for 6 years+. 

Great for Birthday parties.
The beautifully-designed playground, mini water canals and 
gardens outside make a great combination with Wheal Play, 
and are fun for bikes & scooters. These are free. The historical 
centre, sharing the building with Wheal Play, echoes with 
intriguing audio stories of times past, playing as you wander 
round the former mine.  Keep it up Wheal Play!

Families
by Deborah Wright

Held in Love: A Mother’s Blessing 
by Dawn Casey, illustrated by Oamul Lu
published by Frances Lincoln
‘May you know that you are held in the arms of 
the universe, held in love’. 
A mother cradles her child and pours all the love in the world into the 
quiet words she murmurs, like a secular prayer. A beautiful bedtime 
book. For 2+

My Grandma and Me 
by Mina Javaherbin, illustrated by Lindsey Yankey
published by Walker
A gentle story, set in Iran, of two grannies and 
their granddaughters. Despite their different 
religions they live in harmony together as the 
grandmothers show the little girls what love and respect for others 
means. Soft Iranian patterns spill out over the pages. For 4+

Nights with Dad 
by Karen Hesse, illustrated by G. Brian Karas
published by Walker
How exciting to have a dad who puts you on 
the back of his motorbike on a Friday evening 
and roars off in the dark to the school where 
he is the cleaner. Mopping floors is fun because 
they do it together, eating their sandwiches 
and coming home as the sun rises. For 5+

The Steam Whistle Theatre Company 
by Vivian French
published by Walker
The Pringle family travel from town to town with 
their theatre company, escaping the bailiffs 
and putting on plays. With a cast of eccentrics, 
mostly with extraordinary names, they are 
a mad, extended family, living from hand to 
mouth and triumphing in the end. For 8+

 
The House of Light 
by Julia Green
published by Oxford
After her mother’s disappearance, Bonnie 
lives with her Granda by the sea – there are 
waves at the bottom of every page, and it 
feels very like Cornwall. Set in a repressive 
future, Bonnie wants to find out more about 
her mother but first they have to leave their 
home with a strange boy called Ish. For 9+

Midnight at Moonstone 
by Lara Flecker, illustrated by Trisha Krauss
published by Oxford
Kit’s grandfather owns a shabby costume 
museum – where the costumes come to 
life at midnight. Lara Flecker is a senior 
textile conservator at the V & A, so she 
writes with an impressive knowledge of 
costume display. Gorgeous black and white 
illustrations throughout and a gripping 
story as Kit fights to save the family 
museum. For 9+

Blackbird Reads
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Natural Quoits
The traditional game of Quoits is 
usually played by sticking a spike in 
clay and taking it in turns to throw 
metal, rope or rubber hoops over the 
spike. If you hoop more than your 
opponent, you win. Chances are, 
you’re more familiar with the garden 
or fairground variety, often known 
as hoopla, which has five coloured 
wooden pegs organised in a cross 

shape, with each peg having a numerical award.

Always one for a challenge to turn something traditional into 
something natural, this is how to make your very own wild harvested 
quoits game. 

coveted quoit cup. (Editors’ note from bitter experience: stop unruly 
children using them as weapons!)

Next, carefully cut/ felt-tip/ paint 
v-notches around the top of each 
stick. One stick will have one ring, 
another two, all the way up to five. 
These will be the scores assigned 
to each stick. The more fives 
you get, the more likely you’ll be 
champion!

Sticks ready to go, the next bit 
involves making the hoops. Take a 
length of willow and gently bend 
it around itself to form a complete 
circle (hoop). If the willow won’t 
hold together as you weave use 
some twine. Add a second willow 
whip as if you were making a 
wreath. The second whip needs to strengthen and tighten the hoop. 
Again, add twine if it makes it easier. If needed, add a third whip. 
Make as many hoops as 
you like, but three is a good 
starter.

Finally, stick your hazel pegs 
into a hazard-free patch of 
grass and start throwing the 
hoops. International quoits 
stardom will soon be yours. 

Philip Waters
www.Ilovenature.org.uk

You will need:

5 x sticks (hazel is perfect) about 
20mm diameter and 500mm long

6 to 9 lengths of well-soaked willow 
whips (or for something more 
makeshift: fibrous thick grasses 
plaited or twisted into a rope)

Natural twine

A sharp bushcraft knife (parental 
support advised)

And your best throwing arm

First, carve a pointy end on each of the five sticks so they will easily 
stick in the ground. You might like to remove any branches, buds 
or leaves as they could get in the way of you winning that highly 



Wilder 
Festival
A naturally wild day celebrating our 
wildlife and wild places in Cornwall 
at Mount Pleasant sustainable 
eco-park on the North Coast of 
Cornwall.

Join Cornwall Wildlife Trust for a 
wonderful wild day filled with wildlife 
workshops for children and adults. There 
will be wildlife advice, foraging & feasting, 
live music, street food, the animals of 
Feadon Farm Wildlife Centre, bird-ringing 
demonstrations with the Cornwall 
BTO, forest schools, welly-wanging and 
many other wildlife friends from across 
Cornwall. 

This event is FREE, so bring friends & 
family. Why not get creative at home 
and make a woodland animal, insect or 
marine-themed outfit to wear for the 
day? It doesn’t need to be perfect! Bring 
a picnic rug so you can relax and there 
are walks to the sea and local villages 
nearby. Dogs on leads are welcome. 

Children’s Wildlife Parade at 3pm

Workshops will be available throughout 
the day but show your love for wildlife 
and join the Wilder Festival children’s 
parade. Dress up as any woodland animal 
or plant, bug or marine creature and 
parade with us around this wonderful site. 
Face painting and some costumes and 
masks will be available. 

For more information and to book your parade place, contact Jo Arvor at  
wildlifewatch@cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk.  
Follow Cornwall Wildlife Trust on Facebook for more details.

Find out more about Wildlife Watch, the children’s section 
of Cornwall Wildlife Trust on  
www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk
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Summer Shows – 
indoor and outside 
Kidz R Us, St Ives Theatre 01736 797007 www.kidzrus.net

28, 29, 30 May at 7.30pm and various dates from 6 to 29 Aug: 
The Wizard of Oz YPE. Dorothy and her dog are whisked away by a 
tornado to the magical land of Oz where they meet a Scarecrow that 
needs a brain, a Tin Man missing a heart, and a Cowardly Lion who 
wants courage…. Will they succeed? Will Toto and Dorothy get back 
to Kansas? Bound to be another hit from award-winning Kidz R Us.

Miracle Theatre on tour: With a reputation for inventive, funny 
and approachable theatre, Miracle celebrates its 40th year with 
a brand-new comic escapade for all ages. A feisty young woman 
ventures into a Boy’s Own world of undiscovered jungles, treasure 
maps, campfires and penknives. A rollicking music-filled adventure. 

June: 8 Gwinear, 15 Indian Queens, 18 Mount Pleasant, 19 & 20 
Trebah, 21 Cardinham Woods, 22 Launceston Castle, 25 & 26 
Falmouth, 27 Scorrier House. Lots more venues in July & Aug – see 
www.miracletheatre.co.uk 01736 810181

The Acorn, Penzance 01736 363545 theacornpenzance.com 

25 May 3 & 7.30pm: The Hound of The Baskervilles: The Hit Farce, 
inventive and hilarious comedy mystery features two fearless actors 
playing every role. 

30 May at 4pm: Noisy Holiday, nonsense music and rock’n’roll 
theatre show with puppets and animation.

Princess Pavilion, Falmouth www.crbo.co.uk 01726 879500

18 to 20 May: Alice in Wonderland Tour 2019, a playful take on 
Lewis Carroll’s tale, with catchy new songs.

21 June 7pm: The Tempest by Shakespeare. Illyria production. 

25 & 26 Jun 7pm: Miracle Theatre’s A Perfect World

Landewednack Community Hall www.crbo.co.uk 

01726 879500. 19 May at 7pm: Journey to the Impossible, Little 
Soldier’s rambunctious adventure inspired by Jules Verne’s novels 
and eighties classic sci-fi films. 7+

Outdoor Theatre
The Amphitheatre, Trebah Gardens, Mawnan Smith, see  
page 10. Tickets from www.minack.com 01736 810181. 

30 May at 6.30pm: Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves with the superb 
Illyria. Ali Baba stumbles across an enchanted cave and overhears 
the word that opens it: ‘Open Sesame!’ Inside he finds untold riches, 
but the Robber King and his 40 thieves come for their treasure?

11 to 15 June Operation Neptune, promenade performance, 
compelling story of US GI, Joe Miller, see page 10

19 & 20 June at 7.30pm: A Perfect World by Miracle Theatre.

3 July at 7.30pm: A Midsummer Night’s Dream Quantum Theatre’s 
stylish and whimsical production of Shakespeare’s most enduringly 
popular play of love and intrigue.

Book ahead for Trebah Amph in August: The Wind in The Willows, 
Squashbox Theatre shows, Gangsta Granny, and Frankenstein.

Lakeside Café, Coronation Park, Helston, book ahead on  
www.crbo.co.uk 01726 879500 for 30 July to end Aug: Squashbox, 
Gangster Granny, Miracle’s A Perfect World, and Wind in the Willows.

Kneehigh Asylum at The Lost Gardens of Heligan,  
01872 262466
Book ahead for The Dancing Frog a delightful tale based on 
Quentin Blake’s classic book. Poor Gertrude is heartbroken when her 

husband’s ship sinks till, she finds George - a dancing frog! Soon 
they are touring the world with hip hop beats.

Pentillie Castle, near St Mellion 01579 350044 

24 July at 7.30pm: A Midsummer Night’s Dream with The Lord 
Chamberlain’s Men (gardens open from 5.30pm) 
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Join Bedruthan Hotel for some 
award-winning outdoor theatre.

Bedruthan have teamed up with Illyria and Quantum Theatre to 
bring you The Wind in the Willows (6 July) and Ali Baba and the Forty 
Thieves (3 August). Experience family-friendly theatre on the stunning 
sea-view lawn and enjoy the well-stocked bar with plenty of food 
and drinks to buy throughout the performances. Be prepared for any 
weather - bring sunglasses, layers of clothes, rain coats; and a rug or 
seats to sit on.  

Shows start at 5pm and doors open at 4.30pm. Tickets £12 adults 
(£10 concession), £7 child or VIP tickets £25 adult/£18 child. 

Book Early Bird Tickets now and get a 10% discount! 
Hurry, these tickets are only available for a limited period.

For information and to book see bedruthan.com/theatre 

Bedruthan Hotel and Spa, Mawgan Porth, TR8 4BU.  01637 860860

Minack Theatre, Porthcurno, 01736 810181 www.minack.com 
The amazing outdoor theatre carved from the rocky cliff face. Wear 
warm clothes, bring cushions. Shows & storytelling sell out so book. 

Squashbox Theatre and John Brolly return with family-friendly 
morning shows this half term and every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday from 8 July to 6 Sept.10.30 to 11.20am, adults £5; 12 to 15 
yrs £2.50; 2 to 11yrs 50p. 27 & 29 May: Squashbox’s The Sea Show.  
31 May: John Brolly’s The Lonely Lighthouse Keeper.

June 17 to 21 at 8pm and June 17 & 21 at 1.30pm: Ali Baba and 
the Forty Thieves! presented by Illyria

July 1 to 5 at 8pm and July 2 & 4 at 2pm: A Perfect World by Miracle 
Theatre 

29 Jul to 2 Aug: Great Expectations, Next Stage Theatre Company’s 
gritty adaptation of Dickens’ story. A fast-paced, imaginatively-
staged production for young and old.

Sterts Theatre, Upton Cross near Liskeard, (open-air but with a 
cover) 01579 362382   www.sterts.co.uk

29 to 31 May at 7.30pm. Matinee 1 June at 2pm:  Sterts Junior 
Theatre perform Disney’s Aladdin

5 July to 26 Aug: Roald Dahl’s Fantastic Mr Fox by Sterts Th Co. 
(7.30pm on 5, 6 & 20 July, 2, 19, 20 & 26 Aug. Matinees 2pm on  
20 July & 26 Aug)

Penlee Park Open Air Theatre, Penzance, book on www.crbo.co.uk 
01726 879500. www.penleeparktheatre.com/events 

27 May at 6.30pm: David Walliams’ Gangsta Granny - Heartbreak 
Theatre

9 June at 2pm: Science Adventures by Coppice Theatre. In their 
top-secret lab, the Science Fictionaries are trying to create the 
Ultimate Book of Science Stories!

22 June at 4pm: Flying Tales Children’s theatre workshop designed 
to encourage stories from play.




